: erate tetete’ 
state 
ase" «* at e* state”, 


> Edited by JouNR.RICE. 


"And they cried, The Sword of the 
A r Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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The Ramparts We Watch 
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Our national anthem was born in darkness and danger; 
but when the night had passed, the “flag was still there.” 

No alarm nor exaggeration is needed to declare that our 
nation, and the world, are again in darkness, in dilemma more 
deep and in danger more desperate than in generations past. 
In America the danger comes largely from within our own 
frontiers, much more so than from without. Nazi and Fascist 
have been overcome in mortal conflict ; the Communist abroad 
makes grimaces at the good way in American life but makes 
no material impact upon us from that distance. Our foes 
are mingling among ourselves, and our “ramparts we must 
watch.” If the body politic is healthy and strong, it need fear 
no foreign virus; if it is debilitated, it can be undermined and 
destroyed. 

In national defense each citi- 
zen must make his contribution 
to the general welfare. We at 
Wheaton have the responsibility of 
training a small segment of the 


next generation, while our Lord 
tarries; and we consider that task 
'as containing possibilities for na- 
'tional good far in excess of the 
numbers we teach. Our efforts 
_are multiplied by the lives touched 
| by our students. 

Life has never been easy nor 
‘ordinary in any generation, but 
in this day we face the apparent 
collapse of civilization, because of 
unchecked forces running ram- 
pant in our reeling world. The 
challenge for the preparation of 
Christian young people to assume 
the responsibilities and opportuni- 
ties of leadership in the Cause 
Worth-while was never more im- 
perative than at this hour. 


We Defend Democracy 


Our country came into being on 
'a slowly rising tide of political 
liberalism. For several centuries 
Englishmen in the mother country 
and in the Colonies had contended 
| against entrenched autocracy of 


(Continued on page 9) 


— —_——— 


Dr. V. R. Edman 


"TUR YOUR 
SAKES" 


By the late H. A. Ironside, D.D., Litt.D. 
long pastor, Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago, Illinois 


(Abbreviated notes 
of an address given 
to the Pueblo In- 
dians in - the Roman 
Catholic Church, La- 
guna, New Mexico, ‘ 
August 18th, 1912.) Fi 


on 


“For ye know 


the grace of our 


Dr. 


H. A. 


lronside 


Lord |\ But St. Joseph and the Virgin Mary were poor. They 


Jesus Christ, that, though he wts rich, yet | could not offer to pay well for a room, and so that 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye | night they spent in the stable, and there the Lord 
through his peverty might be rich.’—I1 Cor. | Jesus was born, They took the holy Babe and 


8 :9. 


In the first place, I want to call your attention 
to a remarkable statement made by St. Paul in this 
text of Holy Scripture, concerning our Lord Jesus 
“He was rich!” 
when that was? Can you answer the question, 


Christ. He tells us, 


was He rich?” 


He was not rich at His birth. We are told that 
the blessed Virgin Mary and her good husband, St. 
Joseph, came to an inn that night, but there was 
no room in the inn. Now, we know well enough that 
though a place like that might be pretty well crowd- 
ed, still, if one has lots of money, he can be reason- 
ably sure of getting some sort of accommodation. 


wrapped Him in swaddling bands and put Him in 
the manger. That was His cradle. He was poor as 
the poorest at His very birth. Yet St. Paul says, 
“He was rich!” When? 

Was it as He grew older? When He was a young 
child Herod, a wicked king, sought to kill Him, and 
a holy angel from Heaven warned Joseph in a dream 
to flee with Him into Egypt; and 


Do you know 
“When 


| in obedience to 

| the warning he took the young Child and His moth- 
er and fled as he was told. They were poor, home- 

| less wanderers, fleeing from the wicked king. 

| And when at last the time came to return to 
Palestine, they went to, and dwelt in, Nazareth, one 

| (Continued on page 7) 
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Christ’s Comfort 


The Comfort of Faith, Hope, Love, Prayer, 
Peace as Jesus Promised in John 14 


By Rev. Robert G. Lee, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D. 
Pastor Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee 


(Preached at Evansville Rescue Mission, Evansville, 
1946. Mechanically recorded for THE SworD OF THE LORD.) 
The fourteenth chapter of John’s Gospel comes to us 
drenched in the tears of multitudinous contritions, warm with 
the fingers of agony and death and fragrant with the faith 
of the young, and fragrant with the faith of the old. This 
book comes to us filled with echoes of those who have over- 
come the world, and their voices testify to His saving power 
and to God’s keeping power. 


Indiana, March 5B, 


This wonderful book with this | 
wonderful -chapter stands as a 
lighthouse for storm-tossed Chris- 
tian mariners; stands as an UuUn-| 
diminished reservoir of consola- ‘soul but has its sorrow, no heart 
tion; stands as a shadow of a/'§ 


ie j sian q but has its ache, and no life but 
great roc ie ame ame » Stan > | has its troubles. Trouble is one 
as a commissary of food to the 


"he word in every man’s dictionary. 
Spiritually hungry. It is a foun- 


tain of refreshing. to those who! Dr. Rush used to say to young 
thirst after righteousness; a chest | doctors, “You will need two pock- 
of medicines for the wounded onjets: one for your fees and a big- 
life’s battlefield. It is an army of |ger one for your troubles.” Trou- 
- weapons for those who would fight | ble is one reality that makes all 
the good fight of faith. This won-|the world akin. No bars or bolts 
derful chapter is the panacea for; or doors can keep trouble out or 
all heart trouble. However, only | away. But let us thank God for 
those who have a genuine belief the balm He gives to troubled 
in Christ are warranted in claim- | ‘hearts; for the comfort which He 
ing the comfort of this chapter. | gives; for the gladness He brings 
We find that it is a comfort to |t© those who are in grief. 

those who are in trouble. “Man Let us notice some of the ingre- 
that is born of woman is of few /{dients found in this wonderful 
days, and full of trouble,” says panacea as we find it in John, 
Job. “Yet.man is born unto trou-|the fourteenth chapter. 


'ble, as the sparks fly upward.” No 
one is exempt from trouble. There 
is no back but has its burden, no 


The Comfort of Faith 


Think of the comfort of faith. 
Jesus said, ““Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me.” We find in He- 
brews 4:16, “Let us therefore come 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Robert G. Lee 


Dr. 


Done Like A Revival! 


“If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
By Editor John R. Rice 
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As an evangelist, called of God and blessed through thir- 
ty years of revival campaigns with many thousands of con- 
verts, I know what it takes to have a revival. In II Chronicles 
7:14, we are plainly told that revival depends upon the people 
of God. God promises, “If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways: then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” 


(II Chr. 7:14). 


Many people try to tell others 
how to have a revival, people who 
want a revival without preaching 
of the gospel, who want a revival 
without any preaching to Chris- 
tians, Without any public denun- 
ciation of sin, and they are all 
wrong. It will not work. No one 
ever did have a genuine revival 
which did not involve Christians 
getting right and doing 
part to bring sinners to Jesus 
Christ. Revival depends upon the 
people of God! If God’s people re- 
pent of their sins, if they draw 
nigh to God with humble hearts, 
to seek His will; if they make res- 
titution for wrongs done; if they 
learn to pray in the will of God; 
and if they set out definitely to 
obey the Lord’s command about 
soul Winning, always a revival 
may be had. 


So, in every revival campaign 
good evangelists must set out to 
get Christians to do the part God 
has assigned to them. Christians 
must repent before lost sinners 
repent. Christians must be bur- 
dened before lost sinners are bur- 
dened and convicted. But when 
God’s people meet God’s require- 
ments, then God meets them in 
power and with a real moving of 
the Holy Spirit upon sinners. Be- 
ware of any evangelist or any 
theory of evangelism that omits 
this divine law, that revival comes 
through the people of God. When 
God’s people meet God’s require- 
ments, then God gives a great out- 
pouring of power for soul-Saving. 
Jesus said, “The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the labourers are 
few” (Matt. 9:37). He said again, 
“The harvest truly is great, but 
the labourers are few” (Luke 10: 
2). He said, “I say unto you, Lift 
up your eyes, and look on the 


their 


fields; for they are white already 
to harvest” (John 4:35). The 
trouble is not with the fields for 
they are already white, ready to 
be reaped. The trouble is not with 
the world, but with the church. 
The trouble that hinders and post- 
pones revival is not with the sin- 
ners but with the saints. Revival 
depends upon the people of God. 


That Link Must Always 
Be There! 


Here is God's appointed way. 
He reaches sinners through Chris- 
tians. In a revival campaign if we 
want the church members, we 
should first get the preacher and 
church officials to come into the 
revival. If we want lost sinners, 
we expect to get their mothers 
and dads and other loved ones in 
the services first. And if we are to 
get 50,000 subscriptions, new and 
renewal, in this present tremen- 
dous subscription drive, we must 
reach them through present read- 
ers of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
This is God’s own appointed way. 
If we here in the Sword office 
should have a prayer meeting and 
pray for God to some way send 
90,000 subscriptions, and to do it 
from people who had never heard 
of THE SWORD OF THE LorD, that 
would be a senseless prayer that 
would not honor God, a prayer 
that God would not answer be- 
cause it is contrary to His revealed 
plan. It would be foolish for’a 
Christian in America to have long 
prayer meetings for people to be 
saved in Africa, but not to send 
missionaries, and expect God to 
win people in some other way, by 
dreams or visions, but not through 
the preaching of the gospel, as He 


(Continued on page 7) 
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By Newton C. Cased. 
Pastor, Calvary Bible Protestant Church, Camden, New Jersey — 


a 


The Apostle John is accused of 
forging documents; is said to have 
composed long speeches, and in 
order to give these writings some 
weight with his readers, he passes 
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Methodist Leaders Deny the 


* these speeches off as the actual 

in } f th New Testament words of Jesus. John would have 
ispird 10n 0 e us believe them to be actually 

historical, though Jesus never 

Having seen how the leaders of the Methodist Church mide thiols dpeection. Methalies 

regard the Old Testament, we can hardly expect them tO] suthors claim, in the form in 


take a different attitude toward the New Testament. It is| which we find them in John’s Gos- 


=" the historic belief of the Christian Church, and it is evident] pel. However, the Gospel of John 
eee from a simple reading of the New Testament, that whenever’ closes with the author’s own testi- 
ie the New Testament quotes the Old Testament, it quotes it aS| mony that he is reporting accu- 
F. inspired, authoritative, and as a final court of appeal. Since} rately. “This is the disciple which 
; the Methodist leaders so boldly deny the inspiration of the|testifieth of these things, and 
f Old Testament, it is no wonder then that the inspiration of the | W7ote these things: and we know 
h New Testament is likewise denied. As we examine the writ- that his testimony is true.” We 
. 


prefer John’s witness to his own 


—_. 


ings of the Methodist leaders we find they charge that the 


OF GOD WITHOUT EFFECT 7 “ 
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‘word Conference to Fort Smith 


Sword Conference on Revival and Soul Winning, August 10 
to 15, Moved From Siloam Springs to Large First 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith, Arkansas 


By the Editor 


In a good letter of February 8, Dr. J. Harold Smith, of 


the First Baptist Church, 
to 


Fort Smith, Arkansas, invites us 
take the annual Sword conference on revival and soul win- 
ning, formerly held at Siloam Springs, 


Arkansas, to Fort 


Smith, and offers the facilities of the large First Baptist 
Church for this purpose. Brother Bill Rice, assistant editor, 
was in Wheaton and we counselled and pray ed together about 


the matter and with other worker 


s. Then I called this noble 


pastor and in an extended telephone conversation, settled the 
main features of the conference. 


So get ready to come to Fort 
smith, Arkansas, for the confer- 
ence on revival and soul winning 
sponsored by the Sword of the 
Lord, August 10 to 15, Sunday 
through Friday. 

Fort Smith is a city~of fifty- 
dive thousand peaple in tthe edge 
of the Ozark Mountains. A large 
army camp thas many more ser- 
vicemen. The First Baptist Church 
#s one of the largest in the state, 
with a membership of over five 
thousand, with a Sunday School 
é@ttendance of about eighteen hun- 
dred. Last year the ehurch had 
1133 additions and 550 of these 
were new converts baptized. This 
great evangelistic church is an 
ddeal place to have such a con- 
ference as we have in mind. 

The First Baptist auditorium, 
seating thirteen hundred, is air- 
conditioned! There are plenty of 
mice hotels and tourist cabins 
in Fort Smith and detailed rates 
and suggestions will be published 
from time to time for those who 
wish to make reservations. Mod- 
erate-priced meals will be served 
at noon and evening in the church 
dining-room. Those who wish to 
pay more for finer meals can eat 
elsewhere. 


Speakers Expected 


Among the speakers on the pro- 

gram, we expect the following: 

Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., famous evan- 
gelist, founder of Bob Jones 
University; 

Dr. Lee Roberson, pastor of 
Highland Park Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee, fifth largest church 
in the world, baptizing some 


twelve hundred converts last 
year; 

Dr. J. Harold Smith, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith, widely-known ra- 
dio preacher, editor and evan- 
gelistic pastor; 

Evangelist Bill Rice; 

Evangelist John R. Rice. 

We hope also to have Dr. E. 

J. Daniels of Orlando, Florida, 


but do not yet have assurance 


that he can put this in his sched- 
ule. We expect to know soon. We 
also hope to have some outstand- 
ing laymen, some wonderful, lilt- 
ing music. 

We hope to have attendance 
from more than twenty states, 
particularly pastors, evangelists, 
Christian workers and earnest 
Christians who want to learn how 
to win souls, how to study the 
Bible, how to be filled with the 
‘Holy Spirit, how to pray, how to 
have revival. This should be a 
Pentecost of blessing. Let us all 
pray now that the flood-gates of 
God's blessing may open wide up- 
on us at Fort Smith, August 10 
to 15! 

Look for further announcements 
soon. We will soon be making a big 
circular announcing the whole 
program, giving hotel rates and 
further instructions. Plan your 
vacation if possible to include Au- 
gust 10 to 15 at Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, in the beautiful Ozarks. 
The city is easily accessible, with 
good highways, rail and air trans- 
portation. It is on the western 
border of Arkansas, near the 
Oklahoma line. Make your plans 
now to attend. 


New Testament is full of mistakes, errors, and even fraud. 
Hence, the New Testament to them is not the inerrant Word 
of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit. 


Infallible New Testament 
Not to be Expected 


According to Dr. H. F. Rall, “It 
now our Lord Himself was not 
omniscient in details like this, why 


should we expect infallibility of 
the New ‘Testament writers?” 
(Christian Advocate, January 17, 
1946). As a proof that we are not 
to expect an infallible New Testa- 
ment, Dr. Rall offers the amazing 
argument that even our Lord did 
not know everything, so we should 
not expect the New ‘Testament 
writers to know enough to keep 
their writings inerrant. Such an 
attitude entirely leaves out the 
Holy Spirit, through whose inspi- 
ration alone the writers were kept 
free from error. 


Gospel of Matthew—Methodist 
Leaders Say Matthew Con- 
tains Mistakes, Inaccur- 

acies, etc. 
“What mistakes did 

hew make? 
“In one case 


Matt- 


(27:9) he as- 
cribes a prophecy to Jere- 
miah which is actually from 
Zachariah (11:13). In another 
instance (23:25) he refers to 
Zechariah, son of Barachiah, 
as having been slain between 
the Temple and the altar, 
when an entirely different 
man was the victim. In still 
another case, in connection 
with his genealogies, he omits 
three kings from the list 
(Ahaziah, Jehoash, and Ama- 
ziah—II Kings 8:25; 12:1; 
14:1-2), though their _reigns 
totaled seventy years.” 
Know Your Bible Series, 
12, p. 34. 

“First of all, Matthew’s 
genealogy does not agree with 
Luke’s (3:23-38), and all at- 
tempts to reconcile the two 
have failed thus far. Both 
tables seenr to be incomplete, 
and to clear them up is a 
fruitless endeavor. Even if we 
were able to do so, the re- 
sults would hardly justify the 
effort.” — Know Your Bible 
Series, No. 12, p. 34. 

“How did Matthew under- 
take to prove his case? 

“Beginning at his birth and 

. proceeding on down to his 
resurrection, the author un- 
dertook to show that Jesus 
fulfilled Hebrew prophecy 
concerning the Messiah. . . In 
some instances the references 
are a bit strained, and in oth- 
er cases actually inaccurate, 
but the complete argument 
must have been very impres- 


No. 


sive in that day.” — Know 
Your Bible Series, No. 12, 
p. 33. 


The Methodist leaders appar- 
ently refuse to examine carefully 
and consider the satisfying an- 
swers which Christian scholars 
have given to these and other dif- 
ficulties. Their view, which seems 
predetermined, is that the New 


Testament is merely the writings 


contains error. 
is said to be 
inaccurate, and marred 


of men, hence it 
Matthew’s Gospel 
strained, 


by mistakes. 
Gospel of Mark—Methodist 
Leaders State That it 


Contains Geographical 
Errors 
“His statements concerning 
the movements of Jesus out- 
side of Jerusalem are a bit 
vague, and at least three geo- 
graphical errors occur in his 


account. In one _ instance 
(Mark 7:31) an _ impossible 
route is described; in another 


(5:1) a territory which lies 
far south and inland is loca- 
ted on the shore of Galilee; 
in still another (11:1) the 
natural order of the villages 
is reversed.”—Know Your Bi- 
ble Series, No. 12, p. 14. 

Mark likewise contains at least 
three geographical errors, it is 
claimed. Dean Henry Alford sees 
no difficulty in the first alleged 
error of “the impossible route.” 
Alford simply states, “He went 
first northward (perhaps for the 
same reason of privacy, as before) 
through Sidon, then crossed the 
Jordan and so approached the 
lake on its east side” (New Testa- 
ment for English Readers, p. 247). 

The second alleged error is that 
a territory which lies far south 
and inland is said to be on the 
Shore of Galilee. Dr. William Ew- 
ing, writing in the International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia, an- 
swers this charge as follows: 

“The city of Gadara is rep- 
resented today by the ruins of 
Umm Keis on the heights 
south of el-Hummeh 
about six miles southeast of 
the Sea of Galilee. It may be 
taken as certain that the 
jurisdiction of Gadara, as the 
chief city in these regions, 
extended over the country 
east of the sea... The figure 
of a ship frequently appears 
on its coins, conclusive proof 
that its territory reached the 
sea. The place might be cal- 
led with propriety the 
land of the Gadarenes.” —-. 
International Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia, “Gadara,” p. 
1152. 

As to the charge that the na- 
tural order of the villages is re- 
versed in chapter 11:1, this is 
purely a matter of the critics’ own 
subjective thinking. 


Gospel of John — Methodist 
Leaders Treat the Gospel 
of John as a Fraud 
and Unhistorical 

Concerning the Gospel of John. 
we are told, “In an effort to con- 
vey his convictions to his readers, 
he composes long speeches, puts 
them on the lips of Jesus, and of- 
fers the whole to the public as a 
historical narrative’ (Know Your 
Bible Series, No. 11, pp. 34, 35). 


writings rather than the witness 
of unbelieving critics who wrote 
eighteen centuries later. 


Book of Acts—Methodist 
Leaders State the Book 
of Acts Contains Er- 
rors and Discrepancies 
tegarding the book of Acts, the 
Methodist leaders deny the accu- 


racy of the author, Luke: 
“What is our judgment of 
Luke, then? 
“Luke undoubtedly took 


great pains to make sure of 
his facts, but even so errors 
crept in. There are three ac- 
counts of Paul’s conversion, 
for instance (chaps. 9, 22, 26) 
which agree in the main facts 
but disagree in numerous de- 
tails. In 9:7 Paul’s compan. 
ions hear a voice but see 
nothing; in 22:9 they hear 
nothing but see a light; in 26: 
13, 14 they hear and see noth- 
ing, but fall to the ground 
speechless. It is possible to 
believe that Paul told the 
story with varying details 
under different cirecumstan- 
ces, but even under the errors 
and discrepancies of these 
three reports we sense the 
feeling of great awe in the 
presence of a miracle that is 
taking place.” — Know Your 
Bible Series, No. 12, p. 63. 

The book of Acts, we are told, 
contains errors and discrepancies. 
Hence it likewise is not the in- 
spired, inerrant Word of God. The 
charge is made that three con< 
flicting accounts of Paul’s con- 
version are recorded. This charge 
has -been satisfactorily answered 
by many able Bible expositors. 
We cite Bishop Wordsworth who 
writes: 

“Saul saw Jesus; they (the 
companions) only saw the light 
of His appearance; he heard 
and understood the words of 
His voice; they only heard its 
sound...To imagine (as 
some have done) that St. 
Luke, having given an ac- 
count of St. Paul’s conver- 
sion in the 9th chapter puts 

.into the 22nd chapter a 
speech which in an important 
point contradicts that ac- 
count, is to suppose not only 
that St. Luke was not in- 
spired, but that he was de- 
stitute of common sense! To 
imagine that St. Luke really 
contradicts St. Paul or makes 
St. Paul contradict himself 
is indeed...to degrade the 
writer of Acts from ‘Luke, 
the beloved physician whose 
praise is in the gospel,’ to an 

~idiot evangelist.”"—-Greek Tes- 

tament, with Notes, p. 83. 


PAUL’S EPISTLES 


Leaders of Methodism tell us 
that the New Testament writers 
never expected to sce a New Tes- 
tament. Paul saw no need of a 
New Testament, and never re- 
ferred to his own words or any 
other New Testament writers, as 
being Scripture. Paul, it is al- 


(Continued on page 3) 
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to those of any other New, evr , 
Testament writer, as being A 
Scripture.”—Know Your Bible 
Series, No. 8, p. 13. 
Notewort “Did Paul choose any of] , 
the books of the New Testa- 
; ment? 

“He wrote several of them, | 
but he never wrote any with] —— 
the slightest thought that] | 

Using the ministry of the inter-; Dr. Gartenhaus writes. “And this they would eve r become 
nationally known Jewish Chris-| is just the beginning of greater Scripture. Indeed it is alto- Bee. | 
tian evangelist, Dr. Hyman Ap-| things to come out of that land.” gether improbable that Paul Pate -. | | 
Fi tof on grikiet seins er ee tena es | ee 
e greatest revivals a sew ‘S Tt, now Pa OF aac ae eg et + apes 
in its history. Crowds packed the _Dr. Harold L. Lundquist, na- Your Bible Series, No. 1, p. 60. Christian Leaders ' 
church nightly, and some 200 souls ar get pong C cer apt ‘How did they decide upon actioned } if 
confessed the Lord as Saviour in| 2"4 author, has resigned from the the books to be included? a - Sip Ss ge 
the first service alone. Three fic perigee of the First Evangel- “. . + In time the doctrine Comments on 
guages were required to reach ical Free Church of Chicago to of Inspiration became a fix- sg Sagan Ms 
the members of the diverse con- become executive director of the ed belief in the mind of the THE Swor r 
gregations with the message of | -Vangelical Welfare Agency. The Jews, and in Jesus’ day all oaee - | D | 
salvation. % roescnc pope ) Chicago, “ a faithful Jews believed that wiki ORD 
hi ery icensea Chl placing medium the Scriptures owed their OF THE L 
eh ee es supported by more than 30 de- origin to men who had been RS RCPS ian 
prayer and work. particularly “'|nominations, and is rapidly ex- inspired of God. Whoever ; 
ce bert of he pws Gen on | panding services to help meet the wrote them was only an in- ———) i 
haus, of the International B rg | eee OF Homeless children. strument in His Hand. It was | 
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would ever become Scripture. The 
honor of a place in the Scripture 
was according to the writings not 
by those who wrote the Scrip- 
tures, but by those who read. A 
few questions and answers from 
the Methodist leaders will suf- 
fice to show the position of the 
Methodist Church regarding 
Paul’s epistles. 
“Did Paul set out to write 
a New Testament? 
“He did not. Nothing in 
any Of his writings indicated 
that the need of a New Tes- 


some of his. own words car- 
ried the endorsement of the 
Holy Spirit, and he expected 
them to be received as such 
(I Cor. 2:4; 7:40; II Cor. 5:5; 
I Thess. 4:8.) But an open- 
minded reading of Paul’s let- 
ters will make very plain the 
fact that he had no thought 
of writing Scripture for us 
when he wrote his messages 
to the Christian churches for 
which he felt such a respon- 
sibility. Certainly he never 
referred to his own words, or 


The older I get the more I 
appreciate people who are ap- 
preciative. One time a man 
said to a friend, “Bill, Tom 
doesn’t like you very much.” 
Bill said, “Well, I don’t know 
why. I never did Tom any spe- 
cial favor.” It is true that some 
people to whom you are very 
kind and to whom you extend 
favors have no sense of appre- 
ciation, but we thank God for 
our friends in many places who 
are appreciative. I had a let- 
ter just the other day from a 
fine Christian woman in Ala- 
bama. Here are some of the 
things she says: 

“Dear Dr. Bob: It is a privi- 
lege for me to send a check 
for $25. This is not a large 
amount, but I do want to add 
my bit to the Student Loan 
Endowment Fund. I have been 
an advocate of the school for 
many years, and I always hold 
it up as the best school in the 
world. My oldest daughter Eve- 
lyn graduated from the school 
in the early days. My son Al- 
bert and daughter Georgia both 
attended the school in Cleve- 
land, Tennessee; and my other 
son has attended the school in 
Greenville, South Carolina. Dr. 
Bob, the training given my chil- 
dren stays with them. They are 
always ready to stand up for 
the Bible any time and any 
place. They are good Christian 
citizens. The youngest son en- 
listed in the air force. He car- 
ries God’s message in song 
wherever he may be. I have al- 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


ways endeavored to hold up the 
Lord Jesus Christ to my chil- 
dren, but I give Bob Jones Uni- 
versity credit for the Chris- 
tian training that I was unable 
to give. None of my six chil- 
dren are modernists. I pray for 
Bob Jones University. May you 
have every blessing as you 
strive to win young people to 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

It is letters like that one and 
testimonies that I get by word 
of mouth from students and 
parents in many parts of the 
world that keep us stimulated 
to keep on keeping on in this 
work for God. If you friends 
who read this could read all 
the letters that come to our’ 
desk and could hear all the 
things that are told us about 
what the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund has meant, you who 
have already sent contributions 
would send additional amounts 
and you who have not yet 
helped us would send some 
amount even though it is a sac- 
rifice for you to do. 

Please remember that we 
have a definite goal we are 
trying to reach by the time this 
school year closes, which will 
be the last of May. Keep pray- 
ing for us, and may the Lord 
direct you about the amount 
He would have you send for 
the Student Loan Endowment 
Fund. 

BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


Lord. “For I have received of the 
Lord that which also I delivered 
unto you” (I Cor. 11:23). “For 
this we say unto you by the word 
of the Lord” (I Thess. 4:15). 

Paul made the acceptance -of his 
writings the test whether a man 
was a prophet and spiritual. “If 
any man think himself to be a 
prophet, or spiritual, let him ac- 
knowledge that the things that I 
write unto you are the command- 
ments of the Lord” (I Cor. 14:37). 

Paul declared his writings were 
authoritative, even going so far as 
to write, “And if any man obey 
not our word by this epistle, note 
that man, and have no company 
with him, that he may be asham- 
ed” (II Thess. 3:14). Paul also 
commended the Thessalonians be- 
cause they received his utterances 
as ‘the word of God which it is in 
truth’ (I Thess. 2:13). 


Peter places Paul’s writings on 
the level with the “other Scrip- 
tures.” “. . . Our beloved brother 
Paul also according to the wisdom 
given unto him hath written unto 
you; as also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things; 
.. . they that are unlearned, and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the 
Other Scriptures” (II Pet. 3:15, 
16). Peter, in this passage, defin- 
itely ascribes to Paul’s epistles the 
title of Scripture. Peter would tell 
us that there are other Scriptures 
in addition to the epistles of Paul 
(which are Scripture) which are 
likewise wrested by the unlearned. 


Paul also, in the opinion of such 
a competent scholar as Dr. B. B. 
Warfield, declares the writing of 
Luke to be Scripture. “For the 
scripture saith, Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out 
the corn. And, The laborer is 
worthy of his reward” (I Tim. 5: 
18). The first clause is from Deu- 
teronomy 25:4 and the second is 
from Luke 10:7, though both pas- 
sages are cited as forming part 
of the Scriptures. 


Pastoral Epistles—Methodist 
Leaders Declare These to 
Be Forgeries, Forged 
By An Admirer 
of Paul’s 

“Was there no written life 
of Jesus? 


world, is superb. 


enically recorded with illustrations end sll, by the 
leading evangelists and evangelistic pestors of the 

I know of no other religious periodical 
that gives its readers such a wealth and veriety of fresh, 
rich and inspiring evangelistic matter, 


Sincerely yours in Hin, 


Joe Hegry Hankins 


“It is difficult to answer 
this question unless we are 
able to determine the date 
of the writing of the Pas- 
toral Epistles. If, as seems 
very probable, they were com- 
posed by an admirer of Paul’s 
about A. D. 125, then it seems 
likely that the four Gospels 


had all taken form.”’—Know 
Your Bible Series, No. 10, 
p. 25. 


Methodists state that an un- 
known author used Paul's 
name. 

“Would any Christian have 
dared do such a thing to 
Scripture? 

“We must remind ourselves 
at this point that no Chris- 
tian of that day had any 
thought that these letters (or 
any other books included in 


our New Testament) were 
Scripture...No one thinks 


of a hymn as having been ‘in- 
spired,’ so that it cannot be 
changed without doing vio- 
lence to its ‘inspiration.’ 
Neither did the early Chris- 
tians think that they were 
tampering with Scripture 
when they were handling the 
letters of Paul. 

“Even more, a devout 
Christian who possessed some 
notes and fragments of let- 
ters Paul had written would 
not feel he was doing any- 
thing dishonorable if he put 
these together in a more or 
less connected fashion, ad- 
ding sentences of his own 
here and there to make them 
hold together, and then cal- 
ling the whole a ‘letter’ of 
Paul’s. This would be espec- 
ially true if he were confi- 
dent that in so doing he was 


true to the mind and thought 


of Paul...In all this discus- 
sion we must remember that 
it was not until more thar 
a hundred years after the 
letters to Timothy and Titus 
came into existence that they 
were called Scripture. Until 
that time they could be han- 
dled with considerable liber- 
ty without doing them any 
injustice.’—-Know Your Bible 
Series, No. 10, p. 12. 

The pastoral Epistles — First 
and Second Timothy, and Titus 
—are declared to be forgeries. 
They are not from the hand of the 
Apostle Paul, but were written 
by an unknown admirer of Paul 
about sixty years after Paul’s- 
death. No Christian of that day 
had any thought that these let- 


ters (or any other New Testa- 
ment books) were Scripture. 
These letters were no more in- 


spired than our hymns. As a hymn 
may be changed and not do vio- 
lence to its “inspiration,” so may 
these letters be altered. 

Paul certainly intended the pas- 
toral Epistles to be received ag 
authoritative, as we judge fron 
such passages as I Timothy 1:18; 
4:6; 5:21; 6:2-5, 13-14; II Timothy 
2:14; 4:1,2; Titus 2:15. There is 
no evidence that any group of 
Christians rejected the pastoral 
Epistles once they received them. 


Epistle to the Hebrews— 
Methodist Leaders State 
That the Book of He- 
brews Is Far Removy- 
ed From Modern 
Problems 
“What is the modern value 
of Hebrews? 
“The student can be for- 
given for asking why a book 
(Continued on page 11) 


Page Four 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, February 29, 1952 


From three campaigns held in 
the First Baptist Church of Her- 
miston, Oregon, in California 
Height, Long Beach, and in the 
First Baptist Church of Covina, 
California, Evangelist Benny Bates 
reported blessings from God. 
Among the many decisions there 
were 65 professions of faith in 
Christ and 15 decisions for full- 
time Christian work. 

* * > 


Evangelist Lawrence Baird 
wrote of the blessings of God in 
Bend, Oregon: “During the two- 
week meeting, 65 souls found 
Christ and made public confession. 
There were many families that 
came back into the fellowship of 
the church.” 

*¥ « * 


Countless thousands of praying 
hearts followed the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Campaign to the na- 
tion’s Capitol, where God’s power 
and faithfulness were everywhere 
evident. One of the unique fea- 
tures of this crusade was the 
mass-meeting on the steps of the 
Capitol in spite of cold and heavy 
rain. The gospel was broadcast 


from this unusual spot from coast | 


to coast. It was probably the first 
time a gospel invitation to ac- 
cept Jesus Christ was made from 
the Capitol building. It was re- 
ported that 500 made a public de- 
cision. The campaign averaged 
about 150 decisions a night. God 
over-ruled the limitations of the 
fire restrictions and gave official 
approval to double the seating 
capacity of the meeting place. An- 
other striking feature was the 
preaching of the gospel each day 
to a large group in the Pentagon 
building. Congressmen and offi- 


cials were prominent in the pub- 
lic meetings. Billy Graham called 
_uporn the Congress of the United 
States to petition the President 
to call for a day of prayer and 
fasting as was done in the dark 
days of the Civil War in 1863. 
May the church make much of this 
united prayer effort! 

Delegations to the nightly meet- 
ings were as high as 2,000 and 
3,000, coming from as far as Phil- 
adelphia. This is the work of God. 
God is trying to tell our nation 
how eager and longing the Holy 
Spirit is to pour out great, spir- 
itual flood-tides, if only God's 
people would unite, pray, humble 
themselves, and turn from their 
wicked ways. Continue to pray for 
all God’s faithful evangelists. 

ae * /~ 

Street car strikes and winter 
storms cannot stop revival fires. 
The Rev. J. D. Carlson, who en- 
tered the evangelistic field last 
September, was used of God at a 
Youth For Christ Rally in the 
large People’s Church of Toronto, 
which was packed in spite of the 
street car strike. Then in Saska- 
toon, Saskatchewan, a city of 
50,000 people, Brother Carlson’s 
campaign began when the weather 
was 20 and 25 degrees below zero. 
The report says that the meet- 
ings were, however, so blessed 
with crowds that the crusade 
moved to three other buildings 
and these also were crowded out 
as the people hungry for the 
gospel of Christ came in ever-in- 
creasing numbers night after 
night. On the Sunday afternoon it 
Was necessary to have one after- 
noon meeting and two evening 
services. 


The Crusade closed with the 
final meeting being held in the 
largest United Church in the city. 
“What a thrill it was to see it 
packed with the people half an 
hour service time,” declared the 
reporter. The pastor of the spon- 
soring church, Rev. R. McIntyre, 
reported that all expenses were 
met before the end of the meet- 
ings. Many people in the church 
say this has been the greatest 
evangelistic campaign they have 


ever seen. 


* baal * 


Evangelist Douglas Winn writes 
from Roxton, North Carolina: 
“There were 21 conversions and 
additions to the church in six 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


nights with Rev. Dick Beard and 
the Front Street Baptist Church.” 
He also reports from the Calvary 
Baptist Church of Burlington, 
North Carolina: “Forty-one pre- 
cious souls accepted Christ in ten 
days just closed with Brother Nall. 
After the first two services, peo- 
ple were saved every night. A man 
who experienced hand-to-hand 
fighting in Korea, who promised 
God he would accept Christ if his 
life were spared, had not kept his 
vow, but was saved the last night 
of the. meeting.” 
* « * 


Evangelist Bill Hagel, converted 
in the John R. Rice campaign in 
Springfield, Missouri, in 1949, has 
held eleven revival meetings since 
that time, in which 436 persons 
have made public confessions of 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 
These revivals were held even 
while Auctioneer Bill was still 
crying some of the largest real 
estate and livestock auctions in 
the nations. Now he has given up 
his auctioneering to enter re- 
vival work full-time. He wrote the 
editor February 5; after being in 
the south for some time: “Many 
doors were open to mé in the 
South. I spoke January 13 three 
times in Gainesville, Georgia— 
Sunday morning at New Hol- 
land Baptist Church; Sunday night 
at Central Baptist Church. Pas- 
tors of both churches have prom- 
ised to cooperate in a city-wide 
revival in that city in May. Also 
spoke at a colored church in 
Gainesville on Wednesday night. 
The following Sunday, January 20, 
I spoke at Huffman Baptist 
Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 
where we are planning a tent 
meeting this summer. Then I went 
on South and spoke at the Anna 
Maria Baptist Church, Anna 
Maria, Florida.” 

Bill added: “I have no regret 
to make in the decision I have 
made. Many people think I am 
foolish and will return to my busi- 
ness, but I am burning all bridges 
behind me and looking only for- 
ward and I count my business 
as Paul did in Philippians 3:7.” 

He begins a city-wide meeting 
in Bradenton, Florida, in March. 
He is equipped with a tent, which 
seats 3,000; with seats, organs, 
trucks, etc. Bill is available for 
some week-end speaking engag- 
ments to churches that would 
be interested in his services be- 
tween February 29 and March 15. 
His address, Bill Hagel, 500 Col- 
lege Street, Springfield, Missouri. 


UNSHACKLED 


Letters From Japanese New Converts and Workers 
By Viola Walden 


Secretary to Dr. Rice 


Loosed! From sin to Christ .... from Hell to Heaven... 
from garments spotted with the world to robes of righteous- 
ness! Yes, that is the good news we wish to pass on to you 


in this article. 
A Christian serviceman 


stationed in Tokyo wrote to 


Missionary Kenneth McVety who too is in Japan: 


“Dear Mr. McVety: 


“ I feel that a little note of 
appreciation is due for all the 
wonderful] blessing we have re- 
ceived from passing out the tracts 
provided by your office. 

“After one of my furloughs, it 
was my good pleasure to drive 
back to Tokyo with one of your 
fellow-missionaries and another 
friend of mine. As we were driv- 
ing along, this missionary asked 
if perhaps the GIs couldn't get 
together and organize a team to 
pass out tracts to the spiritually 
hungry Japanese. At a giance I 
could see the need of the Jap- 
anese as far as spiritual things 
are concerned. One need only to 
visit one of the many temples to 
see their great need. I told him 
I was sold on-the idea, and later 
he brought me 12,500 copies of 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ 
in Japanese, by John R. Rice. 

“T was able to get another fel- 
low to work with me, and we were 
able to visit many of the railroad 
stations in Tokyo. The tracts went 
like wildfire. We passed out two 
or three thousands every night. 

“We have been blessed by be- 
ing able to sell this idea to an- 
other group at Yokota Air Base 
and still another group at Yoko- 
hama. We have used fellows on 
R, R. from Korea many times, 
and they all thank us, mind you, 
for letting them work for the 
Lord! Our small group is now 
averaging about 30,000 tracts a 
week. The Yokota group can han- 
dle about the same number, and 
the Yokohama group perhaps a 
little more. 

“During one of our visits to Yur- 
akacho Station located in the 
heart of Tokyo, I was stopped by 
a reporter from a Tokyo news- 
paper. I had just come from a 
Christian meeting, and I was go- 
ing to stay out until I emptied my 
bag. It was about 11:30 when 
this reporter stopped and askea 
what I was passing out. Rather 
than answer him, I gave him one 
of John R. Rice’s tracts so that 
he could see for himself. After 
reading it, he told me he was a 
reporter and wanted an article 
about me. I asked him to meet 
me the next afternoon after work. 


What The Sword of the 


Lord Did to a Worldly 
Backslider 


From Miami, Florida, 
T. Bryan, fifty years old, writes 
the following lovely word: 

“I have taken a long time to 
write and tell you how much THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD has meant 
to me. It was sent to me by a 
brother-in-law by marriage, who 
is a Baptist preacher. I was saved 
when I was twelve years old, but 
I never knew what it meant to 
SERVE THE LORD. I went 
through my life (the best part of 
life} in sin and of course both IN 
THE WORLD and OF THE 
WORLD, in the sense that my 
old nature was allowed to take 
over my whole being. 

“I turned to drink, gambling, 
and almost everything else that 
is despised of God. In all these 
years that I was in the world, 
as I look back, I can see my life 
wasted. I can see God’s pulling 
at my heart, and I can see Him 
chastening me in. every hour of 


my existence. I suffered an ill- 
ness that lasted nearly three 
years. Even with this, I could 


not see that God was calling me 
back, and I continued in my sins, 
unwilling to take advantage of His 
way of escape. About two years 
ago I began to receive THE 


Edwin|Sworp OF THE 


Lorp. I did not 
know from whence it came. I 
would throw it aside and refuse 
to read it. After about three 
months of this, I finally started 
to read it, and something be- 
gan to happen inside of me. About 
this time, an evangelist came to 
our part of town and held services 
in what is known as the SYL- 
VANIA HEIGHTS BAPTIST 
church. His name was Dr. Gam- 
ble. I had been attending this 
church, but under Dr. Gamble’s 
preaching, the Holy Spirit got 
hold of me and I made a rededi- 
cation of my life to the Lord. I 
have been serving Him the best I 
know how ever since.” 

This brother belongs to a soul- 
Winning club, “Fishers of Men,” 
and is active in the Lord’s work. 
Thank God that THE Sworp or 
THE LORD was used of God to 
help bring him back to the Lord. 

Could you not honor God by 
sending The Sword to someone 
who needs it, and by following 
the work with earnest prayer? 
Subscribe for relatives, for preach- 
ers, for backsliders, for lost sin- 
ners. The price is $2.00 a year. 
Write the Sword of the Lord, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


“I gave this matter much pray- 
er, because I felt that it could be 
used to the glory of the Lord. We 
talked together, and the article 
was printed in the newspaper. I 
am enclosing a copy of it. I have 
already seen, to some extent, some 
fruit from it. 

“T praise the Lord for all His 
rcoodness and blessings, and sin- 
cerely hope that He will continue 
to bless you and your work. Con- 
tinue to fight the good fight of 
faith and look up to Jesus, our 


battle Commander, so that some | 
day soon He will say to us, ‘Well | 


done, good and faithful servant.’ 

“Yours in Christ,” 

(Signed) D —— W —— 

The Japanese newspaper gave 
a good deal of space to tell of 
this work under the caption, 
“Lighting the Hearts of Passers- 
By,” and used a picture of the 
servicemen supplying eager Jap- 
anese with the tracts. 

With an army bag slung over 
their shoulders, these American 
soldiers are on the street day and 
night, distributing Dr. Rice’s 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” The Japanese newspaper 
reporter quoted one of the service- 
men, as saying, when asked his 
motives for doing this work, 
‘“There’s no use keeping my faith 
in God to myself. The greatest 
thing I can do for the Japanese, 
who have lost peace in their 
hearts, is to light the lamp of 
their hearts through God’s mes- 
sage While I am here in Japan.” 


Results From “What Must I 
Do to Be Saved?” in Japan 


“Already good SworpD OF THE 
LorD readers have _ furnished 
money for 1 million, 179 thousand 
booklets in Japanese. In addition, 
a recent check was sent from our 
office to Japan for $1500 for an- 
other large edition. 

From time to time we have 
given testimonies from those saved 
through the booklet. But in a 
letter which reached our office on 
February 9 from Missionary Ken- 
neth McVety, there came trans- 
lation of ten testimonies (the 
writers had written to the mis- 
Sionary in Japanese, and he trans- 
lated the letters for us into Eng- 
lish). How these letters touched 
our hearts here in the office! We 
Wish to share them with those of 
you who have faithfully helped 
get the message out in Japan. 

l. “I read ‘What Must I Do to 
be Saved?’ and was much im- 
pressed by it. Yes, I am a sinner. 
Only God can help me to become 
a righteous man. I have decided 
to believe. in Him and live my 
life in accordance with His will. If 
you have another booklet, please 
send one to me.” 


2. “I was injured in a fall fron 


a cliff some time ago, and have 
not been able to work recently... 
Here at the hospital someone gave 
me a copy of ‘What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?’ and after reading 
it I accepted Christ as my Saviour 
and want to become a member of 
your group. Please continue to 
help me and many others who 
are in need, too.” 


3. “I am sixteen years old and 


have been suffering from many 
spiritual problems. I have not 
been able to study for the en- 
trance exam to the university. 
However, my friend gave me a 
copy of ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ and I have come to be- 
lieve that I can be saved through 
Christianity. My spiritual suffer- 
ing has become less and less and 
I am beginning to see hope for 
the future. I have been living 
without’ any belief in God. Do 
you think it is possible for me 
now to become a Christian? If it 
is possible, I want to have even 
the lowest place among Chris- 


tians. I want to know more about 
it, so please send me additional 
literature.” 

4. “I thank God that I couid 
have the opportunity of reading 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ 
I have been in bed since last | 
April with tuberculosis, and I 
have been seeking some satisfac... 2 
tion since that time. I realize that 
religion can help me, It is like a 
light in a dark place. Since I am 
in bed I cannot go to church and 
cannot meet with a pastor or mis- 
sionary. But, please do not. for- 
sake me, but continue to teach 
and guide me.” 

5. “When I was selling beer at 
Atami Station on the 22nd, a lady 
gave me ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ I am sending you my de- 
cision sheet with this letter.” 

6. “Thank you very much for 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ 
I have been living a very bad life 
—drinking and playing. It was 
the beginning of last month when 
I was in a Sobu train that a for- 
eigner sitting in front of me gave 
me that small book, It was just 
that that met the need of my 
heart. I will try to use my holi- 
day to come and visit you, and 
want you to pray to God. Please 
lead me.” 

7. “My parents died when I was 


young and I have been raised by 
my aunt. She has been the only 
person on whom I could depend. 
However, at English conversation 
school, I met a Christian friend 
who told me that I needed some- 
one else besides my aunt, because 
She was not going to live forever. 
(Continued on page 6) 
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ing to the body and soul. Meet 
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_ that tells you all about how to plan an 
direct a DVBS that really wins pupils to 
Christ and makes Christians want to live 
for Him! Full of practical helps for every 
phase of your Vacation School — publicity 
...fecruiting teachers... selecting @ 
course... putting on a Christ-exalting 
closing demonstration program. In every : 
way, this k will help you to forge ahea 
to “GREATER HEIGHTS” in your DVBS. 
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preview of ALL-BIBLE VACATION ; 
SCHOOL LESSONS. Send for your copy : 
of “GREATER HEIGHTS” today! 
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and Directors’ Handbook, ‘Greater 
Heights’’ by Bernice T. Cory. 
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Page Five 


Here's How It Happened 


Unusual Testimonies About Sword Literature 


Here is a thrilling story we received this week of how a 
woman was saved while reading “What Must I Do to Be 


Saved?” 


“Just couldn't put down all I wanted to say in the small 


space in the back of the little 


book of ‘What Must I Do to 


Be Saved?’ so I-just had to write you a letter to say that I 
accepted:Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour, I was born 
again before I even laid down the little book. I had just fin- ° 
ished réading. Praise His wonderful name. I’ve had the most 
wonderful blessing—something that I know was real. My little 
daughter who is four years old said to her daddy _that. after 
Momma read the book she was so happy she shook all over, 
but praise God, His blessings will make us laugh and cry with 
joy. I had prayed fmany times but never seemed to quite reach 
God for I know now all I had to do was just believe. Oh, it 
is sO wonderful to have a God so good that He will save and 
keep us. Brother Rice, I read your book to my daughter when 


I put her to bed. I tried to get 


my husband to read it but he 


wouldn’t so I pray he was listening while I read it to our 
daughter. Pray that he will accept God soon so will you pray 
also that our home may become a home of prayer and that 
we will do all for God. So again I want to say I pray that 
when you get this letter that God will bless you as He did 


me when I first believed, Praise His wonderful name. 
God bless and keep you for your good works to 
I ask it in Jesus’ name, amen.” 

Mrs. Ella Rae Harmon will receive a certificate 


May 
help others. 


for $5.00 worth 


of Sword literature for this unusual story. 


Do you know of an exceptional case where God 


used either THE 


SWORD OF THE LORD or some of our books to win someone to Christ or 
rededicate his life to serve the Lord? Write up the details as carefully 


as possible and send them to 
Walter E. 


Handford 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


If your story is chosen to be used in this column you will receive 
a certificate for $5.00 worth of the Sword of the Lord literature. We are 
not expecting literary perfection, but honest reporting of facts that 
show how Sword literature wins souls. 


Christ’s Comfort 


(Continued from page 1) 


boldly unto the throne of grace, 


that we may obtain mercy, dnd 
find grace to help in time of 
need.” We all know that where 


you find a flower you know there 
must have been a seed. Where 
you find a river you know there 
must have been a spring. Where 
you find a flame, you know that 
there must have been fire. When 
you find a man beloved and bless- 
ed of God, you know there must 
have been faith, whether it is re- 
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synopsis of each book, chro- 
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% inches thick. $10.50 at 
your bookstore. 
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corded or not, whether you see it 
or not, because you cannot see 
faith. It must be there. Faith is 
that which stands upon something 
which without faith would bear 
no weight. Faith is the germ of a 
victorious man’s virtue, It is the 
fountainhead of his goodness. It 
is the living source of warmth and 
life through his life. “But with- 
out faith it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6). 

You might turn this around and 
say, “Without faith it is impossi- 
ble to serve God.” Why do I say 
this? Because if a man is with- 
out faith, he will not try to serve 
God. If a man does not believe 
that there is gold in the moun- 
tains, he will not try to dig the 
earth. If the farmer does not be- 
lieve that there is coming a har- 
vest day, he will not till the soil. 
[f he does not believe that things 
can be made better, he’ will not 
try to make them better. If one 
does not believe that there is 
goodness, he will not try to be 
good. If he does not believe that 
there is truth, he will not try to 
be truthful. If he does not believe 
in the reality of purity, he will 
not try to be pure. Jesus said, “Ye 
believe in God. believe also in me.” 

3elieve in My power—‘‘All pow- 
er is 


given unto me in Heaven 
and in earth.” 

Believe in My promises—‘‘The 
promises of God are yea and 
amen.” 

Believe in prayer, and in My 
prayer—‘‘He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them.” 

Believe in My presence—‘Lo, I 


am with you alway.” 

Believe in My preparation—‘I 
go to prepare a place for you.” 

Believe in My purity—‘“Every 
man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure.” 

Believe in My person—‘‘The 
father and I are one.” 
Think of the comfort of faith. 

. but ye, beloved, building up 
yourselves in the most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost.” That 
is the only kind of building that 
gives permanency and gives us 
men of might, is this mighty thing 
we call faith. 


sé 


I never doubted when the snows 
were deep 
That underneath them the vio- 
lets lay asleep 
I never questioned when the winds 
were cold 
That maple leaves were waiting 
to unfold 


Wife Gets 
Table Turned 


We think you will enjoy the 
following letter from a wo- 
man whose life was transform- 
ed when an unmarried cousin 
gave her the book, THE 
HOME: Courtship, Marriage 
and Children. The letter comes 
from an Illinois town. 

“December 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Just a few lines that I must 
write to tell you that I have fin- 
ished reading your book, THE 
HOME: Courtship, Marriage and 
Children. My cousin (who is an 
‘old maid’) loaned it to me with 
my thinking of teaching my older 
girls some things; but instead, the 
table was turned. I had several 
days of confessing, praying for 
help and guidance as I was read- 
ing it. I have loaned it out to a 
friend and talked about it at mis- 
sionary circle. One lady bought a 
copy for her own use, and then 
this friend I loaned it to has told 
her sister and so on. It's a won- 
derful book! I thank God for us- 
ing you to help me. Things are 
working out, too... My husband 
is beginning to melt, and has giv- 
en me permission this year to 
teach a Bible Club class. 

“TJ had wondered and was very 
upset as just how far and much 
Ephesians 5:21-32 meant. Thani-s 
to your book, which explained it 
out, I have peace of heart and 
mind, 

“This friend to 
the book is a Sunday School 
teacher of girls ten to teen-agers, 
and she is stressing these 
of husbands, wives, etc. 

“Sincerely in Christ, 
(Mrs.) G M 


Rockford, Illinois 

It is wonderful to know what 
God does to many through this 
book on THE HOME: Courtship, 
Marriage and Children. Following 


are the chapter titles: 

1. Marriage. and Home 

2, Courtship and the Dangers of Petting 
3. Principles of a Successful and Happy 


6, 1951 


whom I loaned 


poiwmts 


Marriage 

4. Some paings That Should Delay Mar- 
riag 

5. Some ‘Should Never Marry 

6. Man, God’s Deputy as Head of the 
Home 


7. Wives Should Be Subject to Husbands 
&. Letter to a Young Husband 

9. Normal Sex Life in Marriage 

10. The Blessing of Children 

11. Birth Control 
12, Correction and Discipline of Children 
13. ‘“‘Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother” 
14. Family Worship in the Home 
15. Prayer in the Home 

16. Teaching Children the Bible 
\7. Winnine Children to Christ 

18. Char acter Building in the Home 
1 Church, School 


9, Cooperating with 
Community 


20. Adultery, the Ruin of Marriage and 
Morals 
% ite, the Wreck of Marriage 
22. Making Christ the Head of the Home 
There are 381 large pages, price 
only $2.50. Order from Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 


Illinois. 
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And shall I now 
row’s hand 
Grow panic-stricken, 
derstand? 


at touch of sor- 


fail to un- 


I walked a dreary path of life in 
sleet 
Yet looked ahead to grasses for 
my feet 
I faced a silence when the woods 
were dumb 
And always knew 
birds would 
Will God let my 
long 
Who fills His world with 
and bloom and song? 


in. time the 
come. 
winter 


be too 


SUN 


And faith answers ‘‘No” to those 
questions. ‘‘Believe in me.” The 
presence of faith made the heart 
of Jesus happy. The absence of 
faith in others made the heart of 
Jesus ache. He knew that men 
live by faith, work by faith, en- 
dure by faith, get by faith, die by 
faith, and that by faith people 
are saved from their sins. “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16:31). Without faith life is like 
a dream that vanishes away, like 
a nightmare with a terrible end- 
ing, like a_ tragedy with no 
Shakespeare to write it. The pres- 
ence of faith is a mighty power. 

We know that faith is the evi- 
dence of things not seen, the sub- 
stance of things hoped for. May 
God help us to know that without 
faith it is impossible to please 


. 


and | 
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Have a D.V.B.S. 


Good Reasons Why Your Church Should Have a 
Daily Vacation Bible School 


By Merold E. Westphal 


The Daily Vacation Bible School is a glorious opportunity 
for the local church and Sunday school to reach and to teach 
and to win to Christ the children of your community. 


1. The Sunday School is not 
Reaching and Teaching All Its 
Constituency. Over 27,000,000 boys 
and girls are growing up in Ameri- 
ca without any Bible teaching. 
Some get religion without Christ. 
Many boys and girls attend Sun- 
day school less than 25 Sundays a 
year. Bad weather, closed roads, 
indifferent or hostile parents, dis- 
tracting programs and Sunday 
desecration, keep many pupils 
away from good Sunday schools. 
The fact that many children in 
your community never go to Sun- 
day school, or attend irregularly, 
is reason for a good Vacation Bible 
School. 

2. A Bible-Centered D.V.B.S 
May Accomplish as Much in Ten 


God and help us to think upon 
the great victories which faith has 
and which it can have and will 
have. 


The Comfort of Hope 


Now I want to talk to you on 
“The Comfort of Hope” which we 
find in John 14. Comfort is just 
as definitely found in this chapter 
from the first verse to the last, 
all through and through it, as you 
find salt in the waters of the sea, 
just as .you find flowers in the 
springtime and just as you feel 
the cooling touch of the breeze 
when the summer breezes blow. 

Jesus said, “In my Father's 
house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. 
And whither I go ye know, and 
the way ye know” (John 14:2-5). 
Jesus taught His disciples that 
the temporary separation was to 
be succeeded by an eternal re- 
union. The hope Jesus holds out is 
of an everlasting Home when He 
should return and take His peo- 
ple Home to be with Him. 

Paul speaks of God as the God 

hope. “Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the 
Holy Ghost” (Rom, 15:13). And 
in First Thessalonians 4:13 we find 
these words: “But I would net 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even oth- 
ers which have no hope.” Back of 
all of our troubles is God, back 
of all of our sorrows, all of our 
sins, is God; God wanting to bring 
comfort in sorrow, God anxious 
to forgive and God anxious to de- 
liver us out of all of our troubles 
and distresses. God is not feeding 
His children on false hopes. 

And you remember that I said 
that so much of this chapter has 
no real value for people who have 
never accepted Jesus Christ, be- 
cause if you reject God’s Son, you 
cannot receive the things which 
come through God’s Son to people. 
God does not give ashes for beau- 
vy, but He gives beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning and 
the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness. Mount Sinai 
may gleam with retributive fire, 
but the gospel gleams with hope. 
“In Adam all die,” cries Genesis. 
“In Christ shall all be made 
alive,” says hope. Christianity 
charges a man with hope, the 
hope that he can come back, that 
he can recover, that he can be 
remade. 


San Francisco was shaken to 
pieces by an earthquake, but San 
Francisco recovered—and so “can 
man. Chicago was burned to a 
pile of ashes by a terrible fire, 
but Chicago recovered—and so 
can man. Daniel was remade, and 
so can you be remade. Jonah was 
a discredited man, but Jonah 
came back. ‘‘And the word of the 
Lord came unto Jonah the second 
time.” This shows that God was 
putting hope into him and giving 
Jonah another chance. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Days as the Sunday School Cua 
Accomplish in a Whole Year. Ten 
days of school from 9:00 a. m. to 
12:00 noon is thirty hours of con- 
secutive Bible teaching, evangel- 
ism and holy contacts. Consecu- 
tive Jessons are much more ef- 
fective than hit and miss irregu- 
larities. 

One of the most fruitful phases 
my ministry of 16 years has 
been the D.V.B.S. In one pastorate 
we had more than 100 
commitments to Jesus 
With an evangelistic prog 
the close of the school. 
ed with the gospe] 
who never came 
We reached new 
for the Sunday 


of 


clear-cut 
Christ. 
am at 
we reach- 
many parents 
near the church. 

boys and girls 
school. Often par- 
ents told us of their great plea- 
Sure and surprise at all their 
children had learned in just ten 
days. 

3, The Urgency of the Hour De- 
mands That You Do Everything 
in Your Power Now’to Reach the 
Children for Jesus Christ. The 
hour is late. The night is far 
Spent. Sin spreads like a black 
plague. Iniquity rolls over the na- 
tion like tidal wav the flat 
lands. Parents, judicial 
officials, are up their 
hands in Discipline is 
passing f: homes and 
schools. Too often Sunday School 
is just sO much suppressed noise 
and distraction. A generation is 
growing up that knows not the 
Lord—their parents knew not the 
Lord. There was no moral recov- 
ery and spiritual awakening after 
two world wars. Sin, immorality, 
apostasy, and materialism, eat at 
the heart of the nation, as ter- 
mites, rust, or cancer. The Bible 
and the Lord Jesus Christ in the 


es over 
edur 
thre 


‘ators, 
Vv ing 
despair. 

Om many 


hearts of the children in your 
community is God’s answer—it is 
the only solution. 
4. The Foremost 
Children is the Salvation of i, eir 
Souls. Every child has a soul more 
precious than oceans of gold and 
mountains of eee. “For what 
is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, acid lose his own 
soul?” (Matt. 16:26). Some par- 
ents will sacrifice anything for the 
physical well-being or the edu- 
cation of their children, but will 
not lift a finger to teach them the 
Bible, or to teach them the way 
salvation. The Sunday School 
and the D.V.B.S. cannot do all 
negligent homes fail to do, but be- 
cause sO many homes are failing, 
not one church or Sunday school 
dare fail. If you do not bring the 
little lambs to the Good Shepherd, 
maybe no one will. God is count- 
ing on you. 
During Wo 
lived in the 


Need of . 


of 


rid War I, the writer 
Red River Valley in 
Minnesota. The year 1918 was 
what farmers called a bumper 
crop. Wheat was running 30 and 
40 bushel! to the acre and selling 
at more than $3.00 a_ bushel. 
Everywhere one looked there 
were unharvested fields of wheat, 
oats, barley, rye, and flax. It was 
impossible to get helpers. Many 
farmers had just their wives and 
daughters for this back-breaking 
work. It was getting near snow- 
time. There were rumors that the 
war might end any day and that 
wheat might fall to $1.00 a bushel. 
Farmers were frantic. They could 
not get threshing-machines. They 
offered us children $10.00 a day 
if we could drive a bundle wagon 
and a pair of old nags—anything. 
One farmer came in exhausted. 
He had not slept, eaten, nor rested 
in 72 hours. I saw him drink 11 
cups of tea at one time. Those ex- 
periences are so vivid in my mind. 

I have often wondered why we 
cannot get the church and Chris- 
tian people as exercised and con- 
cerned about the perishing chil- 
dren, which are worth more to 
God than all the golden wheat this 
world ever produced. May God in- 
spire your heart to plan and to 
pray now about a great Daily Va- 


cation Bible School in your 
church. 
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Help Servicemen! 


By Hal Malehorn, 
Student Assistant to the Editor 


How will a young man just coming into manhood, sud- 
denly thrown into the midst of the temptations of the world 
when he joins the armed services, react? Will he have 
strength to do right about swearing, sex, drinking, gambling? 
Will profane men talk him out of his faith in the Bible? Will 
he attend chapel, keep Christian companions? Will he keep 


his faith? 


Thousands of Christians 
said good-by to loved ones and 
have joined the army, or navy, or 
some specialized branch of service. 
And thousands of these Christian 
young people have never had to 
face the environment the military 
service affords, They have never 
had to associate with men who 
drink and gamble and swear as a 
matter of everyday course, They 
have never had to defend their 
faith in Christ to a group of skep- 
tical, antagonistic, unbelievers. They 
have never had to endure the de- 
nunciation and denial of men who 
know not God. .And they now need 
sound, compact, scriptural advice 
about so many things they should 
know. 

Fortunately, there is such an an- 
swer to the problem. THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD has secured a remark- 
able series of articles entitled, “Our 
Boys in Khaki and Blue,” written 
by Rev. Rolf L. Veenstra, pastor 
of the First Christian Reformed 
Church, Cicero, Illinois. Penned as 
a result of sustained correspond- 
ences with hundreds of servicemen 
around the world, these articles ap- 
peared originally as a handy 68- 
page booklet, containing eight im- 
portant chapters on the following 
topics: 

I. What About Swearing? 

II. What About Sex? 

III. What About Drinking? 

IV, What About Gambling? 

V. Why the Bisle? 

VI. Why Chapel Attendance? 

VII_Why Christian Companions? 

VI¥1. ‘Faith For These Times. 

These eight chapters constitute a 
wealth of succinct, plain, scrip- 
‘tural advice to men and women in 
the service. Here, for example, are 
a few illustrations of the terse, 
pointed technique the author em- 
ploys: 

“Too many people have found 
that the Bible is like life insurance: 
it is a little too late to think about 
it when you need it the most.”... 
“A faith that does not work in dif- 
ficulty is not faith at all.” .. . “No- 
body in God's family is just a 
number.” “‘*Everybody does 
it,’ is no excuse with God.” 

And in other places the author 
wisely writes, “You may think that 
because you did not yield to a par- 
ticular temptation, that it had no 
effect upon you; but it may lie 
slumbering for years, only to rise 
up and overthrow you some day 
when you least are prepared.” 
“Much of its [the Bible’s] great- 
est blessing is umconscious, un- 
realized, like the influence of one 
person upon another. The Bible is 
not intended primarily for infor- 
mation, but for transformation.” 
.,. . You cannot be a Christian 
and a quitter.” ... “All the worry- 
ing in the world is not going to 
keep us on the earth one day long- 
er than our appointed time.” 

Items such as these demonstrate 
the potent, helpful nature of every 
article in the series. 


Something You Should Know 


Beginning March 1+, the entire 
series of eight articles constituting 
“Our Boys in Khaki and Blue,” 
will be printed serially in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. What better 
way could we suggest than to have 
these immensely helpful chapters 
distributed among service men here 
and abroad than to have them in- 
cluded in THE SworD OF THE LorRD? 
Thus, they will get not only the 
sound advice of the weekly article 
from Rev. Rolf Veenstra’s book, 
but sermons and news from Amer- 
ica’s leading and most successful 
Bible teachers, pastors, and evan- 
gelists as well. But before the spe- 
cial series begins, we want to give 
you the opportunity of subscrib- 
ing for as many service men and 
women as you possibly can, Re- 
member too, that for every full 
year’s subscription sent in with the 
first $2.00 subscription during this 
special campaign you can also ob- 
tain additional subscriptions for 


have | 


only one additional dollar each! In 
other words, for every additional 
subscription after the first, the cost 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD is less 
than 2c per copy! Rates like that 
for such a high caliber Christian 
newspaper of 52 weekly editions, 
12 pages each are impossible to 
beat anywhere. 

That means you get the following 
special low rates, for example: 
$2 for the first 1-year subscription; 
$3 for two 1-year subscriptions; 
$5 for four l-year subscriptions; 
$10 for nine 1-year subscriptions. 

But by all means, don’t delay! 
Send your subscriptions in right 
away; mark them “renewal” if they 
are renewals; and send only $2.00 
for the first yearly subscription, 
and $1.00 for each yearly sub- 
scription thereafter. 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD is bound 
to bless everyone. It always has 
something that civilians and serv- 
icemen alike should know! Address 
subscriptions to Sword of the Lord, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


Evangelist 
John Linton 
Likes Editorial 
on “An 
Abominable 
Translation” 


tev. John Linton, evangel- 
ist of 5014 Millpond Place, 
Minneapolis 10, Minnesota, 
wrote us a lovely and brother- 
ly letter on January 1, part of 
which we share with our read- 
ers. 
“January 1, 1952 
“Dear Brother John: 


“My first letter each year 
is usually to my mother. I 
am breaking that rule by 


Writing first to you this year. 
“T’ll first wish you and all 
yours a happy and fruitful 
New Year. May you be given 
health of body and mind for 
the great work you are doing. 
“I keep asking myself— 
Whence hath this man this 
wisdom? I knew you could 
preach, but wherever’ do 
you get the time and abil- 
ity to write such articles as, 
for example, your editorial on 
J. B. Phillips ‘Abominable 
Translation’? That article is 
simply tops—to use a Greek 
phrase. I have glanced hast- 
ily through that translation 
and it seemed harmless 
enough. I told that young lady 
who looks after your children 
that she was mistaken in not 
having it in the bookstore. All 
she would reply was, ‘My hus- 
band doesn’t like it.’ I really 
thought that on that score 
her husband was a wee bit 
off! And now your review! 

“Your letter is masterly, 
definitely unanswerable un- 
less by a quibbler. My thanks 
to you for such service as 
your analysis renders. 

“The same can be said of 
many such letters and edi- 
torials. I told your Elizabeth 
a year ago that you had never 
written anything better than 
your answer to Tom Rees’ 
criticism of American evan- 
gelism. Rees is a good man, 
a soul winner, but far off the 
beam in criticising the revival 
movements in Wheaton, Col- 
lege and elsewhere, I was glad 


Unshackled 


(Continued from page 4) 


He told me of Jesus ... I have 
been a fool, but this book, ‘Whut 
Must I Do to Be Saved?’ opened 
my heart and my eyes. Now I be- 
lieve in Him as my own Saviour.” 

8. “I received ‘What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?’ at Shinjuku Sta- 
tion from an American. While I 
was reading it on the train, I 
thought about the things which I 
had done in my past life. I had 
never believed in God. However, 
every word in that book struck 
my heart and I decided to believe 
in Christ and become a Christian 
...1 wish I had known this truth 
before; then I could have lived a 
better life.’ 

9. “I have read ‘What Must I 
Do to Be Saved?’ I have been iil, 
and have lost my job, my money, 
and even my best friend. I hated 
this world. I have never been guil- 
ty of any great sins, and won- 
dered why I should suffer such 
hardships. I was much impressed 
by the phrase in the book, ‘ 
there is none righteous...’ I have 
been too proud. Christ can save 
even me. Now, I even give thanks 
to God for my illness, because 
without it I would never have 
been saved.” 


10. “After reading ‘What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?’ I realize that 
I am in a very dangerous position. 
I need my Saviour very soon. I 
have read the Bible every day, but 
it is too difficult for me to under- 


stand, so send me another book 
like ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ ” 

Multiply these testimonies by 


hundreds who have found the Sav- 
iour because God has seen fit to 
use this salvation booklet by Dr. 
Rice in the Japanese language. 
The missionaries tell us that thou- 
Sands, whose names they have on 
file and have followed up have 
trusted Christ after reading ‘What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?’ 

How can we refuse to throw 
out the lifeline to those who 
plead: “continue to help me”. 
“please do not forsake me”... 
“teach and guide me”... “please 
lead me!” 


Missionary Kenneth 
McVety Writes 

Rev. Kenneth McVety of the 
Evangelical Alliance Mission is 
head of the literature committee 
in Japan. He works with many or- 
ganizations and denominations, 
furnishing them, as he can, with 
this booklet. In a letter written 
February 4, Brother McVety en- 
closed receipt for $1,500.00, money 
sent him in January for another 
large edition of ‘What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?’ He tells how God 
has helped in purchasing paper, 
and is eager to turn out the next 
edition as soon as Dr. Rice okeys 
the order. “Because the demand for 
this booklet is so constant and so 


pressing,” he writes, “we have 
thought it best to have a limited 
quantity printed immediately. 


These have already been ordered, 
and will be delivered within a few 
days. More and more missionaries, 
and native workers, and Christian 
servicemen are sending in re- 
quests for large supplies, and it 
will be wonderful to be able to 
fill these requests right away.” 


He adds this delightful para- 
graph: ; 

“The response to ‘What Must 
Do to Be Saved?’, both among 
those who distribute it and among 
those who read it, has been sim- 
ply overwhelming. We constantly 
hear enthusiastic reports from 
missionaries all over the country 
telling of the great things God 
has done through this booklet. 
The letters which come to us, as 
well, from hungry Japanese hearts 
who receive the booklet give a 
wonderful insight into what God 
is doing through this ministry. Al- 
though these letters represent 
only a very small fraction of the 


you wrote that reply. God 
gave you wisdom and the nec- 
essary restraint.” 


Brother Linton says he is hav- 
ing many revivals in the Twin 
Cities area, so that he can be at 
home with his family at night. His 
missionary daughter Muriel is 
church missionary at a nearby 
church. Brother Linton promises 
a sermon for THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD soon. We have thanked him 
for his kindly words. 


total response to the booklet, they 
tell a thrilling story of souls who 
have been convicted of sin and 
caused to turn to the Saviour. 
Without a doubt, however, the 
most fruitful part of this ministry 
is that part which we very rarely 
see—the many personal contacis 
made through the booklet, under 
circumstances which make it pos- 
sible for local workers to give es- 
sential, direct instruction to those 
to whom the Lord speaks through 
these printed pages. I have been 
able to obtain a few excerpts 
from letters which have come to 
us, (from Mr. McAlpine who han- 
dies the follow-up work) and a 
testimony from a group of Chris- 
tian servicemen who are using 
your book extensively. 1 am sure 
you will be interested in reading 
these.”’ 

And so God continues His 
blessed work in the lives of Jap- 
anese. 

Now let us look at this another 
way. What if we had not heeded 
the cry of “Come over into Japan 
and help us” through the booklet? 
These thousands who have been 
saved through its pages, these 
thousands who have responded to 
the invitation at the close of the 
booklet to accept Christ — these 
thousands, would they have heard 
the gospel some other way? Well, 
many, many of them would not 


have, and so perhaps would have 
died and gone to Hell, or perhaps 
would have continued their wor- 
ship of heathen gods. BUT WE 
CAME TO THEIR RESCUE, 
THANK GOD! 


Now the work has only begun. 
Millions yet are waiting for the 
message. Will we get it to them 
in time? With your help, we will. 

What part does God want you 
to have in this work? We are only 
able to supply the demand as you 
our faithful helpers supply the 
money. We have laid before you 
the need, and shown a fraction of 
the results. Now if God lays on 
your heart a burden to continue 
saving souls in Japan, then we 
will be glad to use your money, 
as it comes in, to print more book- 
lets. Ten dollars would print 
about 800 copies, we think, in Jap- 
anese. Who knows but God how 
many souls would be reached with 
ten dollars invested this way? Or 
twenty dollars? If you wish to 
help in Japan, you may simply 
mark your gifts, “Free Literature 
Fund,” and address them to Sword 
of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 
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Ammunition for everybody who faces modernism! 


PRESENT- DAY 
FACTS AND THE BIBLE 


By Rev. Newton C. Conant 


| 

| 

This book is a sober analysis of modernism that has crept into | 
the Methodist church. Proves with conclusive, irrefutable facts, docu- 

mented from literature now in use, the spread of modernism. Mr. | 
Conant uses Scripture, not mere opinion, to show what the Bible 

| 


EIGHT SEARCHING CHAPTERS: 


. Methodist Leaders Deny the Inspiration of the Old Testament 
. Methodist Leaders Deny the Inspiration of the New Testament 
. Methodist Leaders Deny Practically Every Fundamental Doctrine of the Historic 


. Present Day Emphasis of Methodist Leaders: The Social Gospel 
. Present Day Emphasis of Methodist Leaders: The Trend to Roman Catholicism 
. Present Day Emphasis of Methodist Leaders: The National Council 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, President of Shelton College, New York 
| City says, “I have read the manuscript of this challenging and in- 
formative book with great profit. We all know that unbelief is deeply 
| entrenched in the organized church. Specific and detailed inlorma- 
| tion, well documented, such as is here presented to the reader, leaves | 
the conscience of the Bible-believing Christian without excuse if | 
| he continues to support the great liberal denominational programs.” 
Truths presented in this book are applicable to people in denomina- | 
| tions other than Methodists. 107 pages, startling facts, Bible teach- 
| 
| 
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IS JESUS GOD? 


What's wrong with the modernist? Is it his 
superior intelligence, that forbids his believing 
God and ihe Bible? His superior education, that 
taught him Jesus could not be God? No, modern- 
| ism comes because of a self-willed, Christ-reject- 

ing heart. Here is proof that the Christian religion 
| depends on the 
| God's Word: that it is scientifically and his- 
torically accurate, that fulfilled prophecies of 
the Old Testament prove it is God’s Word: that 
| Christ was miraculously virgin born, and God 
Himself: that Jesus actually, literall 
from the grave. Many, many peo 
ten to say they turned from infidelity to Christ 
| through reading this book. | 
| _CHRISTIAN LIFE says about this book. “When the sickness is a } 
| serious one, we do not demur when the doctor prescribes a potent | 
| drug, probably expensive and definitely unpalatable, but necessary. | 
| This book is the kind of treatment of the fatal soul-destroying illness 
which affects the church—known as modernism.” ) 
| Give it to tempted college and seminary students, to modernist 
} pastors, to any questioning friend. Your investment will be won- | 
| derfully repaid! 207 pages, cloth bound, 
| 
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has planned. So it would be foolish 
for readers of THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp to expect God to send in sub- 
scriptions without those who now 
know THE SwWoOrRD spreading the 
word, getting the attention of oth- 
ers, paying for subscriptions them- 
selves, or “selling” the paper to 
their friends. God always works 
through human links in getting 
the gospel] to others. 

Do you want sinners to read 
the sermons in THE SworD OF THE 
Lorp and be saved? Seventy-seven 
people wrote last year that they 
were saved through these sermons. 
(Hundreds of others were saved 
through other Sword literature). 
But in every case somebody sent 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD to these 


a Revival! 


people. There had to be a human 
link. A few years ago one man 
subscribed for his brother for two 
Whole years before his brother 
was saved. A woman in the North- 
west subscribed for a neighbor 
and week after week grieved that 
the copies of the paper were 
thrown down in the ditch by the 
mailbox. But she rejoiced to learn 
that later the unsaved woman for 
whom she had paid for a sub- 
scription, being sick, read THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD and was won- 
derfully saved! You see God al- 
Ways plans to use the human link. 
The Holy Spirit works, but the 
Holy Spirit works through people. 
He can use events, but He will 
not use them contrary to the plan 


x 


-VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


NEW COURSE 


revealed in the Bible. I know 
that if God’s people will send Tue 
SWORD OF THE LorpD to the homes 
of unsaved loved ones and neign- 
bors and will earnestly and faith- 
fully pray about it that multitudes 
of sinners will be won to Christ 
through this means. 


A lot of people grieve about the 
inroads of modernism when, in 
fact, they could largely counter- 
act the increase of modernism by 
spreading THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD. How many preachers have 
been turned back to a solid faith 
in the Bible, by the evidence given 
in THE SwWorD OF THE Lorp! I think 
at this moment about a pastor 
in Mexico who was trained in a 
Southern Methodist university, 
and then going back to his coun- 
try was asked to translate my 
book on prayer and got to read- 
ing THE SwWorD OF THE LorpD. Thus 
he was wonderfully saved from 
| modernism and became a devout, 
|out-and-out believer! I think of a 
| pastor in Georgia who drove many 
|miles to tell me how, as a semi- 
inary student, he had lost his faith 
ibut how his faith was restored 
‘through THE SworpD OF THE LORD. 
iI think of countless hundreds of 


down 


to the use of the human 
link. God wants people to read 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp, but He 
wants some Christian to pay for 
the subscription, somebody to en- 
list the friend and get him started 
to reading it. 

Today I had a card from an old 
saint of God, Rev. W. C. Garrett, 
in New Mexico, eighty-four years 
old. I heard him preach in the 
cattle country of West Texas 
when I was a small boy. Now 
after long years of labor for 
Christ, this old preacher lives on 
a mere pittance. I count it a won- 
derful joy to write my brother 
whom I so respect and love, and 
pay for his subscription to THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorpb. I thank God 
He has planned to have the hu- 
man link. I would rather God 
would let me talk to a sinner and 
that He would use me to win the 
sinner than for Him to save the 
Sinner without human help. I 
would rather God would let me 
pay for that dear old pastor’s sub- 
scription than to send an angel 
down with the money or have 


Him catch a fish with a coin in| 


his mouth, as Peter once did. God 
has planned the human link and 


| 000 subscriptions by April 1! 


to get the gospe] to unsaved peo- 
ple. That is God’s plan just as ia, 
a revival! God still says, “If my 
people, which are called by my 
name,” will do what He plans, 
He will give the blessed revival: 
results! 

Maybe one who reads this is an 
infidel. 1 had a letter yesterday, 
a long letter mocking me, scoffing 
at the fundamentals of the faith, 


Slandering Christians. I did not 
expect that man to send in su 
scriptions. If you are not {fo5r 


Christ and the Bible and revival, 
then of course you willj not send in 
subscriptions. But if you are for 
Christ and the Bible, if you are 
for sou] winning, if you are for 
great revivals, then you are for 
the messages that we publish in 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp and you 
ought to be the link that wou!'d 
carry these messages to others. In 
Jesus’ name, I beg you to take the 
responsibility. Help me to get 5,- 


What Sin Hinders You? 

I wonder what sin keeps you, 
my beloved reader, from doing 
right in this matter? Most of you 
have not yet sent a single su>- 


a others who have written to tel] |we ought to offer ourselves to be | SCrption. You read the paper and 
4, . ‘ : ‘ ; ,  '¢ bh ) ‘cIm]G ar » 
P how their problems were answered |the human link in reaching and find it a blessing and do not iit 
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foday for descriptive folder to 


work for all departments—Kindergarten, Primary, 
Junior, and Intermediate, presenting both the salve- 
tion message for the lost, and the Christian Life 
for the saved. 
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EATS UP DOLLAR BILLS! 


Back in 1940, paper for books cost $8.00 per hundred pounds. 
Now, in 1952, we pay $15.00 per hundred pounds. The high-quality 
binding cloth we use on all our books has doubled in price. Putting 
a book into type now is twice as expensive as it was back in 1940. 

We gritted our teeth, cut costs as best we could while protecting 
the quality, and determined we would hold prices down. But year- 
end reckoning warns us that the dragon is eating dollar bills, and 
we must raise the prices on some of our books. 

Even at these new prices, the books are reasonable, even or- 
dinarily cheaper than books published by others. They have the 
same high quality, sturdy cloth—not imitation—bindings, have the 


same careful, fine craftsmanship. 


> 


They are worth the moneyl 


HERE ARE THE FACTS! 


% 


100% 


1940 1952 
WHAT BOOKS 
COST US TO MAKE 


1952 
PRICE WE SOLD 
BOOKS AT 


19 40 


PRICES ON THESE BOOKS GO UP APRIL 1 


Bible Facts About Heaven 


The Coming Kingdom of Christ 


How to Have a Revival 
Immanuel—God with Us 
Revival Appeals 

The Ruin of a Christian 


The Scarlet Sin, and Other Sermons 
Seven Secrets of a Happy Christian Life 


The Soul Winners Fire 
Speaking With Tongues 
Sword Book of Treasures 
Twelve Tremendous Themes 


Vest Pocket Companion for Soul Winners 
What's Wrong with Gambling 
When Skeletons Come Out of Their 


Now Will be April 


50 .60 
1.50 2.00 
3.00 3.50 
1.50 1.75 
1.50 2.00 
2.00 2.50 
2.00 2.25 

35 50 
1.25 1.50 

35 50 
2.50 3.00 
1.50 2.00 

25 .35 

.35 50 

Closets 1.50 2.00 


Better look this list over, choose the books you want, 
and order them today! 
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every theological student in Amer. | God wants 
ica and every pastor who would 


read it, and that would do more 


GELISTIC FOUNDATION nave them! He has tied Himself |God. God wants the human link 


,Peasaedena, Califersiae 


retired Breer: S. 
the human link in 


sending THE SworpD oF THE LorD 
to new converts to get 


to stop the inroads of modern un-| tablished in the Christian faith.|even spend the money to send 
belief than any other course eas-|God wants the human link in|them THE SworD OF THE LORD ior 
ily available. But God waits to|young preachers to be sound in|4 year: You talk about modernism 
have Christians who mean busi-| doctrine, to preach the blood, to }and worldliness, but in this matter 
ness enough to do it. God must i live holy and separated lives for where it would be so easy to really 
(Continued on page 8) 


not subscribe for next-door neigh- 
bors. You let lost people die un- 
saved all around you and will not 


them es- 


For Your Sakes 


(Continued from page 1) 


‘of the meanest and worst cities in all the land. 
| There the Lord Jesus grew up, and there He was 
‘known as “The Carpenter.” How close He has come 
'to you hard-working men! His hands used the 
hammer and the saw; and yet He made the worlds! 
How He has dignified labor! But do rich men work 
like this? No; but He was poor. Rich people did 
not live in Nazareth. If they got rich, they would 
move away. 


At last the time came when Jesus was baptized 
by John, and began to go about preaching and teach- 
ing the people, and by His mighty works showing 
that He was the Son of God. Did He become rich 
then? 


No; for He said, “The foxes have holes; the 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man 
hath not where to lay His head.” Who could te 
poorer than that? You have homes of some kind; 
and you enjoy certain comforts of life. He had no 
home. Often He slept on the mountains and pil- 
lowed His holy head on the ground. He was a 
homeless stranger down here. 


Yet St. Paul says, “He was rich!” When was He 
rich? Never while on earth. But before that; before 
He was born as a little babe in the stable—before 
He stooped to this poor world—oh, then He was 
rich! All Heaven was His. He was the delight of 
God the Father’s heart. All the holy angels loved 
to wait on Him, and to obey His least desire. Riches 
such as only belong to God were His; but He left 
them all for us! 


Think of such amazing love. A Heaven full of 
angels could not satisfy Him, He must come down 
to earth and live and suffer and die to bring back 
a host of poor sinners, cleansed by His precious 
blood, to share His Heaven with Him, Then, when 
He has them all about Him in that glorious place, 
“He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shail 
be satisfied.” 

Yes, He was rich!—none so rich as He! But “for 
your sakes he became poor.” I have spoken of the 
poverty in which He was born, and of the poverty 
of His life. But, after all, that is not the worst 
poverty. To have friends who will comfort and help 
me, will cheer me even if I am poor; to have them 
care for me when I am sick, and show love and 
sympathy when I am sick, and show love and sym- 
pathy when I am dying—ah, no man is really poor 
who has friends like that! 

But listen. The time came when He must die. 
Did He have friends then to help and cheer? No. 
“All the disciples forsook Him and fled.” He was 
nailed to that bitter cross and crowned with thorns; 
and in His anguish “He looked for some to take 
pity, but there were none; and for comforters but 
he found none.” Ah, now He is poor; poorer than 
I hope any of you will ever be. He has not one 
friend to stand by Him now, He has indeed become 
poor at last. 

But is this the deepest poverty? No! For even 
though men forsake you in trouble, in the hour of 
death, still if you are a pious man you may be com- 
forted of God. He will never forsake -you. He will 
ever be with you. To have the presence of the Most 
High is not to be poor; it is to be rich! 


Did Jesus have this sustaining joy? Listen to 


the cry of anguish that bursts from His sorrow- 
stricken heart: “My God! My God! why hast theu 
Ah, now He is indeed in deep pov- 
erty! God has turned away His face from His be- 
loved Son, and left Him alone to suffer and to diel 

Do you ask, “Why was so holy an One forsaken 
by God like this?” The answer is in the text: “For 
your sakes.” If you have to meet God in your sins, 
with all your guilt upon your soul, He must turn 
His face away from you, and leave you in the dark- 
ness forever! He cannot look upon sin. And so when 
Christ Jesus was dying for us, bearing our sins, God 
turned His face away from Him that He might look 
in love and grace on us! 


But now listen well! Though Christ became so 
poor “that ye through His poverty might become 
rich,” some will never get those heavenly riches. 
They are for all; forgiveness of all sins, the Spirit 
of God to dwell in your breast, a place in Heaven 
to share Christ’s joy and be in the glory with Him. 
All these riches He has purchased for you; but ycu 
cannot have them unless you come to Him and 
trust Him as your Saviour. You cannot have them 
if you cling to your sins. If you want to go on : 
sin, you will miss the heavenly riches. To obte 
them you must turn to God in repentance, trustin 
the Lord Jesus as your own Saviour. 


forsaken me?” 
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There will be lost souls in Hell-fire who will wail 
forever: “Jesus became poor that I might be rich; 
Jesus died that I might be saved; and I knew all 
about it: but I loved my sins more than Christ! I 
loved my follies and my wicked ways and I turned 
away from His loving voice; so now I am lost and 
there is no hope, I have come to the end and be- 
yond this life there is no more mercy. I can never 
share the true riches now. I must be poor, poor, 
POOR, forever!” 


Oh, I trust none here today will have to take up 
that awful cry. But if you would not, do not trifle. 
Come at once to Jesus Christ, confessing your sins 
direct to Him, fleeing from every evil way; and He 
will cleanse you from them all and give you a shee 
in the true riches, 


I close by directing your earnest attention *o 
some solemn words spoken by St. Paul in a sermon 
he preached on one occasion in a Jewish synagogue. 
They are found in Acts 13:38 to 41: 

“Be it known unto you therefore, men and breth- 
ren, that through this man” [that is, Christ Jesus— 
who became so poor that you might be rich] “is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by 
him all that believe ere justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law cf 
Moses” [that is, by your own g00d works]. But 
naw notice what he adds, ‘“‘Beware therefore, lest 
that come upon you, which is spoken of in the pro- 
phets; Behold, ye despisers,” [Oh, I trust there are 
none who will despise such grace here today!| “ard 
wonder, and perish:” [that is, if you refuse to be 
saved through Christ alone, yOu must die in your 
sins| “for I work a work in your days, a work which 
ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare 
it unto you.” 

I am a poor, weak man, but today I have de- 
clared it unto you in the Name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and now I must 
leave it with you, praying that each one will share 
these eternal riches which Christ became so poor to 
give us a part in, May He grent it for His Name’s 
sake! 
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The remarkable transformations that take place in nature 
are worthy of our careful attention and serious consideration. 
We shall be impressed with the fact as we consider some of 
these, that there is a personal, living God, who alone can 
produce such miracles. In-.the animal kingdom, in the vege- 
table kingdom, and in the mineral kingdom, we shall find 
strange things taking place which we cannot explain but 
must believe without understanding them. Some mysteries 
cannot be solved. Most of nature’s mysteries remain mys- 
teries. We see the results. We enjoy the facts but we cannot 
fathom the why-for nor the where-for. 


The CATERPILLAR (an _ up- 
holstered worm) slowly crawls 
along with its fourteen or more 
legs. It is covered with hair that 


is yellow or white or brown. It 
eats green things with its tiny 
mouth and has no interest in 


beautiful flowers, nor the sweet 
nectar that lies within the heart 
of those blooms. It makes no ef- 
fort to fly but is content with 
crawling. It makes no show of 
gaudy colors but is content to be 
plain. As winter draws nigh this 
peculiar little thing begins to 
weave a coffin around itself be- 
ginning at the rear end and weav- 
ing forward. Finally it encloses 
itself completely in a casket that 
if waterproof, sunproof and un- 
sinkable. Through the terrible 
cold of the winter it remains en- 
closed in its little house. When 
the springtime comes with its 
warm sunshine, in some peculiar, 
mysterious way, which I have not 
been able to understand, a ragged 
hole appears in one end of this 
casket and soon there emerges, 
not the worm that entered with 
its yellow hair and its many feet, 
but a beautiful butterfly with 
wonderful brilliant color, six legs, 
and a long peculiar tongue with 
which it may draw up the nectar 
of the flowers. Only God could 
bring about such a great change. 
How does the butterfly get out? 
Does anyone know? What became 
of all those otfier legs and where 
did the hair go, for the butterfly 
has tiny scales, one million to 
the square inch? The God who 
can accomplish this wonderful 
miracle can transform your life 
and make it wonderful if you will 
let Him have it. 


OPALS ARE DUG FROM THE 
DEEP RECESSES OF THE 
EARTH. We are told that God 
takes a handful of sand and bur- 
jes it deep in the ground where 
the terrific heat from beneath and 
the tremendous weight from 
above will transform it into the 
beautiful stone we admire so much 
and which we call the opal. Tra- 
dition has it that the opal in some 
way affects the fortunes of life. 
This, of course, has no founda- 
tion or fact, for God rules the 
destinies of men and an opal can 
only enhance the beauty of its 
owner. The opal really has no 
color of its own, but has the un- 
usual] ability to radiate the var- 
ious colors from the sunbeams 
causing it to flash like fire. Only 
God can make an opal and only 
God can make you reflect the 
beauties and the glories of Christ 
Jesus the Lord. 


THE SAPPHIRE is a beautiful 
stone and is the birthstone for 
“September. This beautiful gem 
seems to be a product of clay. The 
living God, who made the clay 
originally, may have taken a 
handful, deposited it deep in the 
bowels of the earth where it would 
be subject to intense heat and a 
great pressure, so that when men 
by laborious digging should find 
it; it would have been transformed 
into a beautiful gem fit for the 


crown of a king. There are many 
colors in sapphire stones. Some 
are a beautiful, “corn-flower” blue 
and are unusually valuable. Oth- 
ers are yellow and are known as 
golden sapphires. Violet sapphires 
have been found and others with 
a bright orange color. This is a 
very expensive sort and most of 
them come from Ceylon across the 
sea. Only God can make a Sap- 
phire, and only God can transform 
the common sinner who is like the 
common clay into an uncommon 
Christian, prepared for the Palace 
of Glory. Let Christ have you and 
He will transform you too. 


THE DIAMOND is the most fas- 
cinating stone of all. How strange 
it is that God should take black 
carbon, which is dark and dense 
and by the transforming of lava 
heat and tremendous pressure, 
change that substance into the 
beautiful gem which adorns the 
bride’s finger! Most of the dia- 
monds in the world have been 
found in South Africa, at Kimber- 
ly and at Diamantina and at Ja- 
gers Fontein and in other places. 
Geologists have found great de- 
posits of lava in chimney-like for- 
mations which extend deep down 
in the earth where diamonds 
abound. All diamonds were one 
time lost. They have been found 
by searching men. All sinners have 
been lost but some have been 
found by the seeking Savior, have 
been rescued from the depths of 
darkness and despair, and have 
become the property of the King 
of “kings. Diamonds are always 
found “in the rough.” They must 
be polished by the lapidary, and 
Suitably set\by a jeweler. So our 
Lord takes the rough sinner and 
begins to polish him as a gem for 
His crown. Only He can do the 
polishing. Only He knows how 
much the stone can stand. Only 
He knows the best shape the stone 
should finally take. Only He 
knows the best setting, the best 
circumstances in which to place 
His gem. The Lord will transform 
you, too, from carbon to diamond, 
from ugly black to beautiful, bril- 
liant, striking colors, if only you 
will trust Him with your soul. Do 
it now. 


THE GRUB, which is a bug 
somewhat like the “Junebug” but 
somewhat smaller, crawls around 
in the mire and muck of a stag- 
nant pond. Little does it care for 
the mud on the bottom of the 
swamp or the green scum on the 
top. Its joy and delights are in 
living there. It is unmindful of 
the glorious sunshine above, the 
Singing birds round about, the 
beautiful flowers on the neighbor- 
ing hills, the great trees around 
the bank. One day a strange feel- 
ing possesses this queer little crea- 
ture. It has an itching in its back 
and its whole body becomes rest* 
less with a strange desire to climb 
to the surface. .It laboriously 
makes its way up the stalk of 
some reed or weed until near the 
surface. There it pauses for a 


While to rest. Suddenly by a pecu- 
liar motion of the body, the skin 


Done Like 


(Continued from page 7) 


help, you do nothing about it. And 
that is a sin. It is a sin of diso- 
bedience to God, a sin of failure to 
tell out the Great Commission. 
Is it a lukewarm heart that is 
your trouble? Remember that Je- 
sus said, “So then because thou 
art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth” (Rev. 3:16). People get 


or the shell bursts open and there 
emerges a new and beautiful fly- 
ing creature, known as the dra- 
gonfly. How thin are its wings, 
like gauze! How beautiful are its 
colors, like the rainbow! How 
lightly it flies, like the sunbeam 
flickering here and there! It 
scorns the scum. It despises the 
darkened depths of the stagnant 
pond. It cares nothing for its for- 
mer relatives, associates and 
friends who are still in the muck 
and the mud. It lives on a higher 
plane and enjoys the beauties of 
God’s creations. This is a beau- 
tiful picture of the great change 
brought about by the new birth 
of the soul. The wicked man lives 
in the mire of his sins and the 
filth of his passions until one day 
the Master Maker of men, Christ 
Jesus our Lord, finds him. The 
transformation is complete. Up he 
comes into the sunshine of God’s 
love, to be graced with the gifts 
of Heaven. Oh, what a change. 
Do let Him change you! 


(The above is one of thirty- 
three chapters in the _ book, 
STRANGE SHORT STORIES BY 
THE DOCTOR, 123 pages, paper 
bound, which may be purchased 
for Se from Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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discouraged, 
Thirsty.” For 


“Sirs, 
For 


souls, 
Jesus.” 


in the home, 


127 pages, 


too. Sermon titles: “And God 


and lost sinner coming to 
Christ in that He was Man 
as well as God, and so under- 
stands our needs. “Where Is 
the Lord God of Elijah?”— 
proves that God can and will 
answer prayer. “Exceeding 
Abundantly Able God”—about 
a miracle-working God who 
wants to give us all we need 
and more. “The Torn Veil” — 
every barrier torn down be- 


(Continued in next column) 
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a Revival! 


excited about food for little chil- 
dren and they help in a communi- 
ty chest. People get excited about 
displaced persons and try to bring 
them to America. Even worldlings, 
ungodly people, help in this. Peo- 
ple get all excited about sending 
CARE packages to Europe. That 
is well and good, but why can’t 
a Christian get concerned and bur- 
dened and excited about getting 
out the gospel? Why don’t they 
care about sending THE SWorD OF 
THE Lorp to Christians and to 
preachers? 


It may be you are all absorbed 
in your own work, and you have 
no thought for getting out the gos- 
pel of Christ. Or maybe you put 
your offering in your own church 
on Sunday and now you think it 
doesn’t matter if everybody else 
goes to Hell, or if nobody else is 
revived or if nobody else learns to 
win souls or if no one else has 
their faith strengthened. Surely 
that cannot be the attitude of an 
intelligent Christian! 


Neglect is a sin and I believe 
that most of the readers of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD ought to bow 
their heads before God in shame 
and confess the sin of neglect, the 
sin of lukewarmness, the sin of in- 
difference about the blessed work 
of getting out the gospel. 


It is the appea! of the Saviour 
that I am making. If you love peo- 
ple, then set out to bless them. 
I want you to pray for them, 
but that is not enough. I want 
you to go to church and have 
family altar and go through the 
other outward forms of the Chris- 
tian religion. But if you don’t see 


God’s Cure for Anxious Care 


With a wealth of tenderness 
and deep understanding of hu- 


chapters. 


“God's Cure for Anxious Care.” 
For the lonely, “Never Alone, 
Forsaken.” 
weary, “Power to the Faint.” 
For the needy. “A Widow, A 
Pot of Oil, and God.” For the 


Christian who 


“Affectionate Christians.” 
tempted, “I Thirst.” For the unsaved, “I Will Love 
Thee, O Lord, My Strength.” A beautiful volume. 
bound in gray cloth, stamped in magenta ink, with 
lovely jacket and end sheet illustrations in magenta. 


“And God Remembered. . .” 


Favorites of seven’ years of sermons in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, they will be your favorites, 


you are guilty of great sin before 
God! 

For six or seven weeks this sub- 
scription campaign has been going 
on. Many of you have ignored my 
appeals. You have hardened your 
heart. You have brushed aside the 
claims that Christ has on His peo- 
ple. You may have planned to do 
something about sending subscrip- 
tions but you haven’t done it. Now 
I ask in Jesus’ name to send sub- 
scriptions for your kinfolks, for the 
loved ones about you; to neigh- 
bors, to officers of your church, to 
Sunday School teachers, to new 
converts. See that your church 
is on the Church Honor Roll with 
the majority of the families of the 
church getting THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp! 

Some of you could get subscrip- 
tions by simply telling others how 
good the magazine is and sending 
in their subscriptions with your 
own, Some of you could make an- 
nouncements in Bible classes, 
prayer meetings, church services, 
and get a group of subscriptions 
to send in together. Some of you 
could pay for the subscriptions of 
people you love. Others ought to 
send a gift to our Missionaries and 
Minister’s Subscription Fund, and 
help us to send the paper to men 
of God who cannot subscribe for 
themselves, to missionaries in for- 
eign countries, to preachers in 
lands where it is not permitted to 
send money out of the country. 
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nine comforting, 
For the 


tile sé@rmon, Dr. 


Rice says 


Jesus Christ, 


For the 


the Lord Jesus, 


“Water for the their own Saviour. ... But the 
the defeated book is far more than a sim- 
cannot win  Ple evangelistic appeal. My 


We Would See °Wn heart was 


those with trial 


For the ition 


$1.50 


Remembered” —a 


blessed, comforting message on people in the Bible 
who God remembered, and some things He grac- 
iously forgets. “Tears in Heaven”— startling, search- 
ing Bible-proved truth, “Behold the Man!"—sweet 


. 


Wheaton, Illinois 


me 


tween God and man in the shed blood of Christ. 
123 pages, beautifully bound in plum cloth, each 
sermon illustrated. 


Immanuel--““Ged With Us!” 


book, “I have long wanted to 
publish a book about the Lord 
and here 
My first burden is that sinners 
may learn to know and love 
trust Him as 


by the Bible study and expo- 
which went into these 
messages that I hope it will 
cause the hearts of Christians 
everywhere to burn with @ 
new love for the Saviour and 
a deeper understanding of His incarnation, His life, 
His atoning death on the cross, of the gospel 
of His marvelous grace and the wonder of His 
coming and reign.” Dr. Bob Jones. Jr., President, Bob 
Jones University says. “. 
or more than anything I have ever read from the 
pen of this great man.’ 
gold stamping, after April 1, $1.75, but now only 


HERE IS MY ORDER! 
Sword of the Lord Publishers 
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(After April 1, $1.75) 


No, we’re not in the patent medicine business. But for “ailing” Christians—dis- 
couraged and weary, here is something that will do more for you than any patent 
medicine! These three books by Dr. John R. Rice can literally change your life, help 
you to live a joyous life in Christ, no matter how complicated the outward circumstan- 
ces of your life. There is a place of rest for every Christian. Have you found it? Order 
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Friday, February 29, 1952 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


AT? 
Page Ninos 


Jow subscription price of THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD in other Chris- 
tian magazines! Our regular price 
of $2.00 a year for THE Sworp of 
THE LORD, twelve pages, fifty-two 
issues 
Compare that with other Christ- 
tian magazines. Count the column 
inches or the words and you will 
be startled to find how cheap we 
have made the subscription price. 
We do it by hard work, very care- 
ful managing, and by the editor 
taking not a penny for his ser- 


Done Like 


}on that date to get this wonder- 
ful subscription price. 


Remember that you can get two 


a Revival! 


(Continued from page 8) 
How Easy! 


See if you can try to match the 


in the year, is startling! 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


_l-year subscriptions for $3.00. 
Four l-year subscriptions for 


vices. But now, during this big 


special subscription offer, we have | $5.00. 

made the price at the lowest pos-| Nin ipti 

e l-year subscriptions for 
sible rate. You may pay $2.00 for $10.00. : “ 

the first on@year subscription you Or you can send $101.00 for 100 
send in. Thén all the other sub- subscriptions. 


scriptions you can send at the 
same time, you may have for only 
$1.00 per year! I do not believe 
there is any other reputable 
Christian paper in America can 
be secured for anything like that 
price, if it has as much high-grade 
copy as we publish in THE Sworp. 
But we are determined to go past 
the 100,000 mark. We will need 


Enclose $1.00 extra, then $1.00 
for each yearly subscriptions. 

To Canadian and foreign sub- 
scriptions add fifty cents per 
year’s subscription. 

Be sure to mark renewal sub- 
scriptions “renewal,” to save time, 
to save duplication of copies and 
lost time on your subscription. 


saad Send all subscriptions to the 
a g00d many thousand subscrip-| Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, IIli- 
tions to take the place of those} pojcs 


who are expiring. We will need| We wait to hear from our read- 


t ousands of other subscriptions| ers We hope that God has stirred 
to raise our present 


Stuarts with their pretensions to} ly 
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English kings, especially 


ae 


the | cracy. As such it is not intrinsical- 
progressive or conservative. 
rule by divine right. Magna Carta|When despotism dominates the 
(1215), Montfort’s Parliament | existing regime, the liberal is an 
(1265), Model Parliament (1295), | ardent reformer: when free gOv- 
Petition of Right (1628), were|ernment drifts toward autocracy, 
milestones that pointed to the|he is a conservative, resisting adh 
“Glorious Revolution” of 1688, and | efforts to destroy democracy. True 
the Bill of Rights of the follow- | liberalism consists of two funda- 
ing year. By the latter, civil and| mental concepts: democracy 
political rights were acquired by/| (“that form of government in 
the English people, and auto-/| which the ruling power of a State 
cracy had been replaced by par- | is legally vested, not in any par- 
liamentary government. ‘ucular class or classes, but in 

The liberal tradition took deep| the members of the community as 
root in American life, where it|a whole”’1), and _individualicm 
flourished vigorously. Basic in| (‘which implies the right of each 
colonial political thought were! person to control his own actions 
such concepts as the following:/as long as he does not scriously 
the natural rights of man, pop-| interfere with the liberty or the 


When Answering Advertisements 


from the present 87,000 


mark. I believe it would 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 


* « EARLY DELIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


ring this campaign. 


circulation to pass the 100,000) the gospel everywhere, to win 


a tragedy, a tragedy that would| wer the questions and problems 


ore . . are . ae 
| tld ya ae ge good Chris- of Christians, to make people into 
ians, if we should not get 90,000 | soul winners, to 


new and renewal subscriptions du-| yw 


|people and get them to lay their 

The closing date is April 1. You} lives on the altar. In Jesus’ name, 
must get your subscriptions in the |help us! Send your list of sub- 
'mail and postmarked by midnight |Scriptions today. 


should 
Colonial 
anti-autocratic 


of government dominat 
the others. 
thought was 
every point. 
Political 


save homes from 


reck and ruin, to reach young 


is 


liberalism 


OO ——————— 


men’) and separation of political | stitution 
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|} and unequivocally opposed to auto-/ ple and 


circulation | your hearts and that you feel as| ular sovereignty, government byjactions of others’2). Both are 
Paid| we do, a great burden to get out|}consent of the governed, cCivil| basic in American political phi- 

| liberties, supremacy of law (a) losophy. 
b€|souls, to stir revival fires, to an-| government of laws and not of| Infused into our national Con- 


are the great political 
€}in the course of that long struggle 
liberalism against 
These principles include: (1) Pop- 
ular sovereignty, meaning that 
political power resides in the peo- 
that government: is by 
the consent of the governed: (2) 
Constitutional government, in 
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| urgent sermons, fraught with absorbing personal 
| illustrations. Read the provocative chapter titles 
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The Preachers 


John Linton 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins Dr. 


OLD-TIME RELIGION 


OLD-TIME RELIGION. by Dr. Joe Henry Hankins. acemacseeneten ete am 
beloved Southern Baptist evangelist. Revival can OLDTIME 


come anywhere a heart gets right with God. And 
Religion 


you can have revival at home with these fervent. 
(PF pit Se etwinwitag NETTIONS 


which only hint at the tremendous blessing you 


1. Old-Time Religion 7. Born Again—and Know It 

2. “His Name Shall Be _ g,. The Saddest Word Ever 
vee rer Spoken by Out Lord 

3. hr go a sinner 9. When God Evens the 
in” Ras ro 399 Scere 

Ss I Believe God 10. Whosoever Shall Call 


5. The Five Damning Sins 
Against the Holy Ghost 
6. The Price of a Soul 


ll. Deliverance from Judgment 
12. Heaven—the Home of the Saved 


Brown cloth, stamped in gold, 158 pages, only 


HOUSEHOLD SALVATION 


HOUSEHOLD SALVATION, by Dr. John Linton. 
We wish you could see this book for yourself! It 
is difficult to describe the fresh, pungent, spar- 
kling messages of Evangelist Linton. With an in- 
heritance of rich Scotch humor and sober spirit- 
ual insight, he is delightful to read, easy to 
understand, yet has a depth, challenging to the 
most thoughtful. But you must see the book for 
yourself to prove what we say! Notice the in- 
triguing chapter titles: 


1. Household Salvation 6. What Is a Christian? 

2. God’s Two Witnesses 7. The Most Sensational 

3. Three Specimens of God’s Thing in the World 
Handwriting 8. A Great Rebellion 

4. Buying a Field 9. The Brother of Pontius 

5. A Memorable Preaching Pilate 
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126 pages, cloth bound with attractive jacket, 


Have.the blessing of the sermons 
right in your own home! 
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Robert G. Lee 


Rev, Bill Rice PRE Dr. 


BREAD FROM BELLEVUE OVEN 


BREAD FROM BELLEVUE OVEN by Dr. Robert G. Lee, git «ce 
past president Southern Baptist Convention, pastor «<"" 

of Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee. 
You will be impressed by the magnificent grasp 
of language ard thought which Dr. Lee has. You 
will be intrigued by the wealth of illustration and 
vast store of allusion. But much, much more than 
that, you will be deeply and profoundly stirred by 
his message. The man who reads these sermons 
earnestly and thoughtfully cannot turn away from 
them unchanged. 


CHAPTER TITLES: 
“To Whom Shall We Go?” Good-By to Glory 
Chasing Flees The Taming of a Wild Man 
Is Hell a Myth? The Menace of Mediocrity 
Up and Down a Tree “Boo!” 


Don’t miss the opportunity of owning this bookl 188 pages, cloth 
bound, oo 
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THE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION 


THE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION Who Lost His 
Title. No platitudes or unctious words in this 
vibrant book of sermons by Evangelist Bill Rice. 
For the many thousands who have heard this tall, 
lanky, cowboy preacher, this book will be de- 
lightfully reminiscent of the honest, straight-for- 
ward messages he delivers in the pulpit, alive 
with personal illustrations, deeply convicting. 


CHAPTER TITLES: 


1. The Heavyweight Cham- 6. Sinners: Who They Are, 
pion Who Lost His Title How They Got That Way, 
2. A Fool’s Last Night on and What to Do About It 
Earth 7. Wonderful, Threefold Sal- 
3. A Good Man Lost—A vation! 
Wicked Man Saved 8. The Way to Heaven 
4. Hell-Bent 9. Whose Side Are You On? 
¢ Ret-ace 10. Salvation Made Plain as Day 
5. All Loss—No Profit 11. The Danger of Delay 


128 pages, scarlet cloth binding, illustrated jacket $1.50 
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which all law must conform to 
'fundamental law, and all action 
‘must be according to law; (3) 
Federalism, in which delegated 
and defined powers are granted 


—_—_~ ————— 


to the national government and 
residual powers retained by the 
(4) Limited government, 


one having a constitutional] limita- 
tion to the division powers 
between the national government 
and the states, and as to the per- 
sonal and property rights of the 


| 
States; 
| 


as of 


| individual citizen (eg.. in the 
i? Bill of Rights); (5) Delegated 
4 | powers, in which is defined the 


scope of action that can be exer- 
| | cised by the federal government; 


| 
[ and (6) Separation of powers, in 
‘which each branch of the gov- 
i ernment is independent in its 
sphere of action, and yetsay 
| “checks and balances” there is 
) maintained effective interaction 
among them, lest concentration of 
| power in any branch threaten the 
interest of all the people. 
|| Not lightly nor idly were these 
principles fashioned; rather they 
were forged on -the anvil of long 
};and bitter struggle. The liberties 
'i which our fathers won for us are 
now in danger of being lost, be- 
| | cause all the world is turning back 
)| toward autocracy, and we are 
either indifferent or uninformed 
| on the essential and intrinsic ex- 
| 


cellencies of the democratic way 
of hfe. Eternal vigilance is ever 
| the price of freedom. 
The rampart of political liberty 
| / we must watch. In this connection, 
| the American Political Science 
@ | Association makes the following 
comment: “Where was 
it that the founders of the Un- 
! jon and the authors of the Cone 
}| stitution learned the principles of 
'sound government? Granting that 
they had great native talent andg 
~inventiveness: nevertheless, Ham- 
iiton, Madison, 


| pertinent 


| Jefferson, and 
| other. men of their stature learned 
| what they knew from the books 
| : of scholars and from the teachers 

under whom they sat in college, 
| and also from experience and re- 
‘flection. The leaders of each gen- 
/eration, the public servants, and 
| the rank and file of the citizens 
apply in public affairs what they 
) | learn in their schools, colleges, 

and universities. Woe unto that 
| democratic nation whose teachers 
students of politics do not 
) | hor fast to the truth of today, 
|and yet keep ahead of the ma- 
{Foon in visualizing the needs of 


| 
| 
| and 
' 


| tomorrow.’’3 
We Defend the American 
| Way of Life 


[| We should not be intimidated 

‘by cynicism nor bewildered by 
|| propaganda. For a_ generation, 
| alleged intellectuals have “de- 
| bunked” the founding fathers of 
| our Republic, with the insinuation 
| that nothing of permanent value. 
{ was contributed by those who 
) struggled and suffered to bring 
a new government into being, and: 
| have cast aspersions on the free- 
[ dom of the individual which under- 
| lies our way of life. We must not 


be confused by slogans; rather, 
(Continued on page 10) 
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The Ramparts We Watch 


(Continued from page 9) 

we must face the realities. De- 
mocracy, in the succinct state- 
ment of Abraham Lincoln, is a 
“government of the people, by 
the people, and for the people. 
It Alone provides for the maximum 
of individual liberty and responsi- 
bility. Socialism, by its very defini- 
tion (“a political and economic 
theory of social reorganization, the 
essential feature of which is gov- 
ernmental control of economic ac- 
tivities ...’’4) is am enhancement of 
governmental powers, at the ex- 
pense of every individual. Our fa- 
thers learned that government is 
by nature arbitrary, and that an 
accumulation of power is in the 
long run injurious to the citizen. 
Have men taken to heart the sad 
lesson of Germany? For when 
Hitler came to power, one of his 
first moves was to destroy trade 
unionism. National socialism be- 
came national arsenic! 


Defnocracy offers a maximum 
of individual liberty and a muin- 


imum of governmental regula- 
tions: socialism gives individual 
liberty and more government; 


Communism gives all government 
and no individual liberty worth 
mentioning. Communism is the 
opposite of the system of private 
property and rights, and it re- 
duces the individual to mere in- 
significance. The state is every- 
thing; the individual is nothing. 


By the illusion of economic equal-. 


ity men become the slaves of the 
state; their condition is more 
pitiable than that of the serfs of 
former days. The democratic way 
of life seeks to raise the standard 
of living and the rights of all; 
Communism seeks to level all 
downward to a common party. 
The upward look contrasts sharp- 
ly with the downward! Regula- 
tion does not liberate; it reforges 
the chains that were broken in the 
long struggle for democracy and 
liberty. 

The principles of Marxian So- 
cialism (the fundamental doctrine 
of"Communism) have been insin- 
- uated into American thinking, and 
their implications have not been 
faced by many. The materialis- 
tic concept of history, the doc- 
trine of class struggle, the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat, the 
nationalization of all property and 
reward according to need, world- 
wide revolution, and the dismissal 
of religion as merely a baneful 
“opiate”: these are basic postu- 
lates of Communism, and are 
diametrically opposed to free en- 
terprise and government of free 
men. 


Is it true that property collec- 
tively owned and administered by 
public officiais without personal 
profit to themselves causes so- 
cial antagonism to disappear? Is 
social progress promoted by strife, 
or by cooperation? Do exploita- 
tion, acquisitiveness, and social 
antagonisms disappear simply by 
transfer of title from the individ- 
ual to the state? Does Commu- 
nism revolutionize human nature 
so that all diversities of interest 
and ability are adjusted amicably? 
Cannot collective property be ad- 
ministered for the benefit of a 
class? Does not, the apparent har- 
mony in a Communist state arise 
from the authority of the dic- 
tator rather than from the na- 
tural harmonization of diverse in- 
terests? Is it not true that the 
abolition of private property by 
Communism establishes a new 
kind of property— namely, the 
public office that controls collec- 
tive capital; so that the struggle 
for wealth becomes in effect a 
struggle for power? Is it not true 
that dictatorship, terror, and con- 
scription of life and labor are 
indigenous to the communist state, 
and not merely a passing phase? 


The fundamentals should be 
faced squarely. Communism is 
essentially regulation and regi- 
mentation of the many by the few; 
in other words, old autocracy with 
‘a new face. It promises freedom 
by making a serf of the individ- 
ual, whose chains bear the eu- 
phemistic title of a new freedom. 
Names do not remove chains. At 
every point, Communism is at 
odds with the,tradition of liberal 
economic and political thought 
that made America free and great. 
Our fathers learned by long and 
bitter experience that concentra- 
tion of political authority is al- 


ways injurious to the best inter- 
est of all. Autocracy always be- 
comes tyranny. Communism is 
autocracy, we repeat, and the an- 
tithesis of democracy. 


The problem reduces itself to 
this further basic concept: all 
collectivist theory in one way or 
another denies the inviolability of 
the individual. For* that reason 
collectivism—communistic or fas- 
cistic—is always anti-religious, 
and logically so. In the thought- 
ful words of a careful student: 
“Collectivist regimes are always 
profoundly irreligious. For re- 
ligious experience entails’ the 
recognition of an inviolable es- 
sence in men; it cultivates a self- 
respect and a self-reliance which 
tend at some point to resist the 
total subjection of the individual 
to any earthly power. By the re- 
ligious experience the humblest 
communicant is led into the pres- 
ence of a power so much greater 
than his master’s that the dis- 
tinctions of this world are of little 
importance. So it is no accident 
that the only open challenge to 
the totalitarian state has come 
from men of deep religious faith. 
For in their faith they are vin- 
dicated as immortal souls, and 
from this enhancement of their 
dignity they find the reason why 
they must offer a perpetual chal- 
lenge to the dominion of men over 
men. 


“It must always be the am- 
bition of the despot to destroy 
religion if he cannot exploit it as 
an instrument of his power.... 
In the powerful national collec- 
tivist states of our time, the sins 
of the clergy have been a pre- 
text, seized upon by the collec- 
tivists in their determination to 
stamp out the ultimate resistance 
of the human soul. The real reason 
for the irreligion of fascists and 
communists is that religion culti- 
vates a respect of men as men. 
Aganist that respect the totali- 
tarian state cannot long prevail.’’5 


The ramparts of economic and 
social liberty we must watch. 
The general tide is away from 
freedom and toward bondage. Let 
us face frankly and fearlessly the 
alternatives graphically and ac- 
curately presented by Mr. Lipp- 
mann: “Everywhere the move- 
ments which bid for men’s al- 
legiance are hostile to the move- 
ments in which men struggled to 
be free. The programmes of re- 
form are everywhere at odds 
with the liberal tradition. Men 
are asked to choose between se- 
curity and liberty. To improve 
their fortunes they are told that 
they must renounce their rights. 
To escape from want they must 
enter a prison. To regularize their 
work they must be regimented. 
To obtain greater equality they 
must have less freedom. To have 
national solidarity they must op- 
press the dissenters. To enhance 
their dignity they must lick the 
boots of tyrants. To realize the 
promise of science they must de- 
stroy free inquiry. To promote 
the truth they must not let it 
be examined. 

“These choices are intolerable. 
Yet these are the choices offered 
by the influential doctrinaires of 
the contemporary world. Thus 
those who would be loyal to the 
achievements of the past are in 
general disposed to be fatalistical- 
ly complacent about the present, 
and those who have plans for the 
future are prepared to disown 
the heroic past. It is a vicious 
dilemma.’’6 

It is a dilemma we _ cannot 
minimize nor avoid. We must face 
its issues and implications. Auto- 
cracy in any form—fascist or 
communist—, collectivism of any 
kind, deny the intrinsic worth and 
status of the individual, and de- 
stroy the liberties that have been 
achieved in the long course of 
man’s struggle for human rights. 
Autocracy and collectivism are 
alley-ways to bondage,. not high- 
ways of freedom. 


We Defend Christianity 

One’s first reaction to the 
statement, “We defend Christian- 
ity,” is, “Christianity needs no 
defense.” It was Spurgeon who de- 
clared that Christianity, like a 
lion, can defend itself. However, 
Christianity is subject to heavy 
and bitter attacks by its many 


Sword Articles Helped 
Win Man of Twenty- 
Four 


‘ Mrs. J. L. Yeager of Dallas, 
Oregon, wrote last June 27 as 
follows. 


“Dear Dr. Rice: : 

...l am a bedfast shut-in for 
over 18 years. I am a middle- 
aged mother. I am a born-again 
child: of God, 14% years old in 
the Lord. Praise the Lord I am 
shut in with Christ and not shut 
out. 

“A dear Christian lady sent 
me her SWORD to read in Feb- 
ruary and March. Then I didn’t 
get it for awhile. I just had to 
subscribe for it in April. I couldn’t 
do without the good spiritual food. 
My heart was set on fire by your 
messages, “We Can Have Revi- 
val Now.” As a result I was able 
to lead a young man of 24 to 
Christ. The night he surrendered 
his all to the Lord and took Him 
as Saviour, we had a regular old- 
time soul-winning prayer meeting. 
I called the pastor at 11:45 p.m. 
He came at once. From 12:15 
midnight until 1:30 a.m., my hus- 
band, the pastor and young man 
were on their knees and we saw 
Satan’s chains broken in answer 
to prayer—a soul won for the 
Lord. I think it was the most 
glorious experience of life. 
To think the Lord turned the 
side of my bed into an altar and 
permitted me to have a part in 
pointing this lad to Christ! I had 
been dealing with him for 2 
months using only God’s Word 
and praying for help as I opened 
it up to him. IT WAS THE MES- 
SAGE IN THE SWORD that 
showed me that the Lord was ever 
ready to save the lost if only His 
children would yield and do His 
will.”’ 

Don't you think that you had 
better help to set some heart on 
fire with a love for sinners and 
with faith in God’s power by send- 
ing them THE SworD OF THE 
LorD? Subscribe for your pastor, 
for relatives, for new converts. 
Keep the good work going! Sub- 
scriptions in the United States, 
$2.00 per year. In Canada and 
foreign countries, $2.50 per year. 
Write Sword of the Lord, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


foes; and we need to know what 
we defend, and why, and how. 

Again, the definition of terms 
is essential to the discussion. 
Christianity is defined as “the 
religion of Christians; the system 
of doctrines and precepts taught 
by Christ; hence, the body of be- 
liefs, practices and sentiments de- 
veloped from the teachings and 
life of Christ.”4 At Wheaton we 
hold that Christianity is the 
revelation of God in the Scrip- 
tures and in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whereby the Redeemer is pre- 
sented to mankind. In view of 
the efforts to undermine or ex- 
plain away the historic Christian 
faith by discrediting the Scrip- 
tures, or giving unwarranted in- 
terpretations thereto, we have 
found it necessary to state our 
faith in positive, unequivocal lan- 
guage. The nine-point statement 
contained in the Catalog is the 
official testimony of the College, 
and to it the Trustees, Administra- 
tion, and Faculty subscribe with- 
out any mental qualification: 

“1. We believe in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments as verbally inspired by God 
and inerrant in the original writ- 
ing, and that they are of supreme 
and final authority in faith and 
life. 

2. We believe in one God, eter- 
nally existing in three Persons: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

3. We believe that Jesus Christ 
was begotten by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, and is 
true God and true man. 


4. We believe that man was 
created in the image of God; that 
he sinned, and thereby incurred, 
not only physical death, but also 
that spiritual death which is sep- 
aration from God; and that all 
human beings are born with a 
sinful nature, and, in the case 
of those who reach moral respon- 
sibility, become sinners in thought, 
word, and deed. 

5. We believe that the Lord 
Jesus. Christ died for our sins, 
according to the Scriptures, as 


Share 
YOUR 
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a representative and substitionary 
sacrifice; and that all who believe 
in Him are justified on the ground 
of His shed blood. 

6. We believe in the resur- 
rection of the crucified body of 
our Lord, in His ascension into 
Heaven, and in His present life 
there for us, as High Priest and 
Advocate. 

7. We believe in ‘that blessed 
hope,’ the personal, premillennial, 
and imminent return of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

8. We believe that all who 
receive by faith the Lord Jesus 
Christ are born again of the 
Holy Spirit, and thereby become 
children of God. 

9. We believe in the _ bodily 
resurrection of the just and the 
unjust, the everlasting blessedness 
of the saved, and the everlasting 
punishment of the lost.’ 

Christianity has been subjected 
to attack throughout its long 
career in human history. In the 
early centuries of its spread, it 
was attacked largely as to the 
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
especially as to His essential 
deity. The brunt of attack in the 
past generations has shifted large- 
ly from the Redeemer to the Rev- 
elation of God in the Scriptures 
themselves, on the ground that, 
if we have no adequate or ac- 
curate revelation, then the Person 
of Christ and all of historic Chris- 
tianity goes by default. 


The attack on the Scriptures 
has come from several sources. 
The loud denunciations of leaders 
in the “Age of Reason,” Voltaire, 
Paine, and the like, produced 
noise, but little real impact 
against the foundations of the 
Christian faith. Paine could rant 
that Christianity was “too ab- 
surd for belief, too impossible to 
convince, and too inconsistent to 
practice,” but thoughtful people 
came to realize that the atheist 
was violently prejudiced and ab- 
surdly uninformed.8 There are 
those who repeat parrot-like, and 
viciously, the specious arguments 
of that day.9 


More scholarly and subtle was 
the attack of the higher criticism 
against the text of the Scriptures. 
Although the “higher critics” 
seek to undermine the validity and 
authority of the Bible, not all by 
any means are so bold as some 
who declare, “What I mean when 
I say that the Old Testament Was 
‘forged’ will be fairly clear.... 
the critical theory is that not a 
single book of the Old Testament, 
as we have it, is older than the 
Ninth Century (B.C.) and that 
in the Fifth Century all the older 
books and fragments were com- 
bined together into the Old Testa- 
ment as we have it, and were 
drastically altered so as to yield 
a version of early Hebrew history 
which is not true.”10 The simple 
fact (sic!) is that the New Testa- 
ment, as we know it, is a helter- 
skelter accumulation of more or 
less discordant documents, some 
of them probably of respectable 
origin but others palpably apo- 
cryphal, and that most of them, 
the good along with the bad, show 
unmistakable signs of having been 
tampered with.’11 Astonishing as- 
surance of the critics, who brush 
away the Rock of Revelation with 
a wave of the hand! 


In reply to those attacks, let 
us hear the findings of patient 
and trustworthy scholars. The 
late Dr. Robert Dick Wilson of 
Princeton, who prepared for his 
life work by fifteen years of 
language study (in which he be- 
came a master of Babylonian, 
Ethiopian, Phoenician, all the 
Aramaic dialects, Egyptian, Coptic, 
Persian, Armenian, Arabic, Syriac, 
and others, twenty-six in all), and 
then by fifteen years of Biblical 
textual study in the light of his 
findings in philology, He came to 
“the conviction that no man 
knows enough to assail the truth- 
fulness of the Old Testament. 
Wherever there is sufficient doc- 
umentary evidence to make an 
investigation, the statements of 
the Bible, in the original text, 
have stood the test.’’12 


In regard to the New Testa- 
ment: it has been said by a care- 
ful and competent scholar: ‘The 
question, ‘Shall we hear evidence 
or not?’. presents itself at the 
threshold of every investigation 
of the New Testament. Modern 
criticism for a time entered on 
its task with a decided negative. 
Its mind was made up, and it 
would not listen to evidence on 
a matter that was already de- 
cided. But the results of recent 
exploration made this attitude un- 
tenable.... The Nineteenth Cen- 
tury critical method was false, 
and is already antiquated... .The 
history of literary criticism of an- 
cient documents during the last 
fifty years has demonstrated that 
by such purely verbal criticism 
one can prove anything and noth- 
ing. Almost all the real progress 
that has been made has come 
from the discovery of new evi- 
dence, and not from verbal crit- 
icism of the old books,’’13 


There lurks in many a mind 
the latent thought that somehow 
science has disproved and dis- 
placed Christianity. Science deals 
with the material, the evident, 
the positive, the definite, in terms 
of mathematical exactness. Some 
have declared that because they 
cannot find God in a test tube, 
He does not exist, not realizing 
the limitation of observation and 
experience that marks every life. 
Who has been everywhere, for- 
ever, to know there is no God? 
For that matter, who ever found 
love, or loyalty, or patriotism in 
a test tube, not to speak of count- 
less other values? 


It seems that mankind by and 
large prefers unbelief to faith in 
God. The Scriptures declare that 
attitude in many places. The Lord 
Jesus declared, ‘“This is the con- 
demnation, that light is come in- 
to the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil’ (John 
3:19). “Because that, when they 
knéw God, they glorified him not 
as God, neither were thankful 
...-professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools’ (Romans 
1:21-22). 


Men have~a bias against God, 
because they desire not to have 
His truth in their consciousness. 
There is the. will to unbelief. Wit- 
ness the testimony of H. G. Wells: 
“T was indeed a prodigy of Early 
Impiety. I was scared by Hell, 
I did not at first question the 
existence of Our Father, but no 
fear nor terror could prevent my 
feeling that his All Seeing Eye 
was that of an Old Sneak.... 
there was a time when I believed 
there was a Devil, but there was 
never a time when I did not 
heartily detest the whole busi- 
ness.”"14 As to anything mirac- 
ulous in the ministry of Christ, 
the outstanding Church historian 
of the Nineteenth Century de- 
clared flatly, “We do not believe, 
and we shall never believe.’’15 


This generation is well described 
as “an age of unbelief,” as stated 
by President Angell of Yale in 
his baccalaureate sermon to the 
class of 1930: ‘‘The period in 
which we are living may well 
come to be known in religious 
history as ‘the age of unbelief’; 
the latest of any, for the lineage 
runs direct and substantially un- 
interrupted from the Greek phi- 
losophers to the Fourth Century, 
(B.C.) with occasional later high 
points such as the British skep- 
ticism of the Eighteenth Century 
and the radical movements of 
the French Revolution. ...I doubt 
whether any vital element in 
Christianity, to say nothing of 
other religions, has wholly escaped 
this assault.”16 


Of this assault we are not un- 
familiar, nor are we afraid. Men 
have always fought the fact of 
the supernatural, in creation, reve- 
lation and redemption. A leading 
American anthropologist declared 
boldly, “In truth from the period of 
the early ages of Greek thought, 
man has been eager to discover 
some natural cause of evolution 
and to abandon the idea of super- 
natural invention in the order of 
nature.”17 Various theories have 
been propounded over the cen- 
turies; and one by one they-have 
proved untenable. Evolution is the 
latest in the long course of hu- 
man unbelief, and thinking men 
are less sure of it today than a 
generation ago. Some cling to it 
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Christ's Comfort 
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Hope sees beyond the cloud, be- 
yond the obstacle, beyond the 
hardship, beyond the weakness, 
beyond the failure, beyond the dif- 
ficulty. Hope says to us, “Never 
accept the verdict of your defeat, 
the verdict of your melancholy, 
the verdict of your sickness, the 
verdict of your disaster, the ver- 
dict of your disappointment.” The 
psalmist says: “Thou hast made 
me to hope.”’ And Jesus said: “If 
it were not so [ahout there being 
mansions in His Father’s House, 
many of them], I would have told 


you. 


There is a plea for hope of fu- 
ture things because Christ shiv- 
ered the last lance of materialism 
and called generations to their 
high hope of a Home in the Fath- 
er’s House. “For we know that if 
our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens” (II Cor. 5:1). 


The Comfort of Love 


Then I wish we might notice 
the comfort of love which we find 
in_this chapter. Jesus said: “He 
that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me: and he that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I will 
love him, and will manifest my- 
self to him.” And you remember, 
“Judas saith unto him, not Iscar- 
iot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt 
manifest thyself unto us, and not 
unto the world? Jesus answered 
and said unto him, If a man love 
me, he will keep my words: and 
my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him. He that loveth 
me not keepeth not my sayings: 
and the word which ye hear is-not 
mine, but the Father’s which sent 
me. These things have I spoken 
unto you, being yet present with 
you” (John 14:22-25). 

Now when we come to think of 
this wonderful truth we must not 
forget that God is talking. Jesus 
assures His disciples of His love, 
of His personal sympathy. Per- 
haps you know what real sym- 
pathy is worth in the hour of sor- 
row. The comfort of Divine love is 
wonderful. “As one whom his 
mother comforteth, so will I com- 
fort you,” is the promise of God. 
The comfort of Divine love is a 
river where man’s comfort is a 
rill. The comfort of Divine love 
is a mountain where man’s com- 
fort is just a hill. The comfort of 
Divine love is a sun where man’s 
love can be no more than a Can- 
die. God’s love—God’s love to us 
—God’s love, longer than the long- 
est day; God’s love, longer than 
the longest hour; God’s love, long- 
er than the blackest night; God’s 
love, deeper than the blackest sin! 
In view of the love of which Jesus 
has spoken, in view of the com- 
fort which so many have exper- 
ienced in His love, we can say 
with the hymn writer 


O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its 
flow 
May richer, fuller be. 


O Light, that foll’west all my way, 
I yield my flick’ring torch to 
Thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed 
ray, 
That in Thy sunshine’s glow its 
day 
May brighter, fairer be. 


O Joy that seekest me thro’ pain, 
I cannot close my heart to 
Thee; 
I trace the rainbow thro’ the rain, 
and feel the promise is not vain 
That morn shall tearless be. 


O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to hide from 
Thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blos- 
soms red 
Life that shall endless be. 


The Comfort of Prayer 


Then we jhave in this beautiful 
chapter the comfort of prayer. 
Jesus said: “And whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I 
do, that the Father may be glori- 
fied in the Son. If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do 
it” (John 14:13, 14). By this pro- 
mise Christ puts a boundless check 


3 


in the hands of all who keep His 
commandments and asked us to 
sign it. 

Are you lonely?—pray; Living- 
Stone did! 

Are you in poverty? 
Widow prayed! 

Are you in prison, in the peni- 
tentiary of fear?—pray, Peter and 
Paul prayed when cast into pri- 
son. 

Are you facing death? 
Stephen prayed then. 

Abrahan®s servant 
Rebecca appears. 

Jacob wrestles and prays and 
the angel is conquered and Esau’s 
mind is wonderfully turned from 
the revengeful purpose he had 
harbored for twenty years. 

Moses cries to God and the sea 
is divided. 

Moses prays and Amalek is dis- 
comfited. 

Joshua prays and Achan is dis- 
covered. 

Hannah 
born, 

David prays 
hangs himself. 

Asa prays 
gained. 

Daniel prays and the lions are 
muzzled and the seventy weeks 
are revealed. 

Mordecai bade Esther to fast 
and Haman is hanged on his own 
gallows in three days. 

Ezra prays at Ahava and God 
answers. 

Nehemiah prays and the king’s 
heart is softened in a minute. 

Elijah prays and rain descends 
apace. 

Elisha prays 
River is divided. 


pray, the 


pray; 


prays and 


prays and Samuel is 


and Ahithophel 


and a victory is 


and the Jordan 


Elisha prays and a child’s soul | 


comes back. 

The church prays ardently and 
Peter is delivered by an angel. 

Paul and Silas prayed and sang 
praises and the door of the pri- 
son house was opened and every 
man’s band was loosed, and Paul 
came out of jail with a jail door 
under one arm and with a convert 
under the other. 


“ That shows the mighty things 
that God does. Prayer has a thou- 
sand commands, Prayer has a 
thousand, and tens of thousands, 
of promises. Prayer has a thou- 
sand examples of rich success. We 
are told in God’s Book that men 
ought always to pray. And there 
are more things wrought by pray- 
er than ever the world dreamed 
of. 


Dr. Dixon used to say, “When- 
ever we depend upon organization, 
we get what organization can do. 
Whenever we depend upon man’s 
works, we get what man’s works 
can do. Whenever we depend upon 
money, we get just what money 
can do. Whenever We depend up- 
on our preaching, we get just 
what our preaching can do. When 
we depend upon prayer, we get 
what God can do. And what you 
need and our homes need and our 
country needs and our churches 
need is what God can do! And 
that shall come through prayer. 


I ran upon this little poem writ- 
ten by Rev. Robert D. Patterson 
of Ossining, New York. Listen to 
what he says: 


Why run your race with shoc- 
strings untied; 
Slow is your pace, you trip m 
your stride. 
So is my stumbling life each day 


Wherein I live and do not pray. 


Why sail your boat when the rud- 
der is lost; 
Unguided you float, 
and wave tossed. 
So is my restless life each day 
Wherein I live and do not pray. 


by wind 


Why carry your lamp without any 
oil; 
The dangers of night will add 
to your toil. 
So is my darkened life each day 
Wherein I live and do not pray. 


We sometimes sing: 
Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour 
of prayer, 
That calls me from a world of 
care, 


But some, I fear, who sing that 
do not have the experience with 
God that théy ought to have in 
the matter of prayer. , 


The Comfort of Peace 


Then in this beautiful chapter 
we have the comfort of peace. 
While I shall talk just a minute 


Veteran Southern 
Baptist Soul Winner 
Writes 


By the Editor 


Near Dundee, Texas, a tiny 
town in the ‘cattle country of West 
Texas the editor lived in his boy- 
hood. There under a chaparral 
bush I committed my all to God 
and started out to get an educa- 
tion. I rode away to college on 
my sorrel horse. 


Now comes a letter from Dr. J. 

H. Hawkins, who was preach- 
ing in that area before I was 
born, and who knew my father. 
Thank you, beloved brother, for 
your kindly and gracious 
Dr. Hawkins after a change of 
address and an order of books, 
says: 


L. 


“I have been a regular subscrib- 
er to many religious periodicals 
through my 60 years of ministry 
but must say that THE SWORD 


OF THE LORD, in my judgment, | 


surpasses them all. You may be 
interested to know that I prayed 
in the same brakes near Dundee 
in which you prayed. All over 
that country I sought the will and 
power of God. He was good to 


me and has been for these fleet-| Read Hebrews 12:1,2. Does the 
| Lord’s hand seem heavy? Read of | 


ing years. How I do rejoice in the 
great work you are doing for the 
Lord. I was for a number of years 
missionary of the Red Fork As- 
sociation when you were a boy 
and your dad I knew. I was or- 
dained by the church at Burk- 
burnett, Texas. I attended Baylor 
University under Dr. Burleson; 
Dr. Carroll was my Bible teacher. 


letter. | 


| 


I could fill a book telling of an-. 
swered prayer under the mesquite 


trees 
now 77 years of age and going 
strong for my Lord. I hold many 
meetings and under the goodness 
of the Lord win many to my Sav- 
iour. All of this just to say that 
I love you, am for you and want 
you to know it. The Lord hold 
you up and make His face to 
shine upon you. I talk to my Lord 
about you. 


“Faithfully yours in Him,” 
(Signed) J. L. H. Hawkins 


on it, I hope that you shall have 
hours of peace through hearing 
these words on peace. “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let 


it | 


and in those brakes. I am) 


/ 
i 


| 


be afraid” (John 14:27). Peace is | 


such a precious jewel that many 


people would give anything for it, 


but truth. Somebody says: “The 
peace of God will keep us from 
Sinning under our troubles and 
from sinking under our troubles.”’ 
“For He is our peace.” Christ is 
our peace with God. Christ recon- 
ciles us to God by His cross. The 
cross is the key to peace. There 
is no reason for war on God’s 
side. We are not reconciled to God 
by the miracles of Christ. The 
men who saw His miracles were 
not won by them. Signs of power 
do not change the mind. Nico- 
demus Was willing to accept Christ 
as a teacher come from God be- 
cause of His miracles, but mira- 
cles did not regenerate Nicode- 
mus, and without regeneration he 
will neither see nor enter the king- 
dom of Heaven. Rebellion and 
peace cannot exist at the same 
time between two parties. We 
must remember that Christ is our 
peace with ourselves. 


David could have Uriah buried. 
David could compromise with con- 
science. David could then marry 
Bathsheba. David could repent and 
content Nathan. But David could 
not get rid of David. The search- 
light of memory kept the grave 
of Uriah always in sight. His sin 
was always before him. He did 
not have to turn around to see 
it. He said, ““My sin is ever before 
me.” And he never got peace 
about it until with repentance he 
came and asked God to forgive 
him. ‘Peace I leave with you.” 
“Sweet peace, the gift of God’s 
love.” 


This afternoon as you listen in, 
if you do not have peace in your 
heart about the present, about 
your sins and about the future, 
remember that Christ Jesus will 


give you peace. “My peace I give 
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(Continued from page 3) 
like Hebrews’ should claim | 
attention from modern Chris- | 
tians. Aside from the thrilling | 
eleventh chapter it is a dif-| 
ficult book to read, The gen-| 
eral text seems to be far'| 
removed from modern prob- 
lems. But if we can see the 
framework of the text, it may 
help."—Know Your Bible'| 
Series, No. 10, p. 50. | 
What a light way to treat a 
book which has been such a bless- | 


ing to millions of born-again be-| 
Lord Jesus Christ presented 


Testament ceremonies and’ 


10:12 to have offered the one sac- 


rifice for sins forever. | vengeance.” 


The Methodist leaders state 


that the general text of the book. 


is far removed from modern prob- 
lems. We would ask, “Is forgive- 


ness of sin a modern problem?” | 
_How fully the book treats of God’s | 


provision for sinners through the 
blood of our 


modern problem? Read Hebrews 


2:18. Is the fear of death a prob-| 


lem? We refer you to Hebrews 
2:14. Is there need for daily 
grace? Read Hebrews 4:16. is| 


there the problem of patience? 


the Father’s chastening in Heb- 
rews 12:5-11. Is there a problem 
of contentment? Look at Hebrews 
13:5,6. These are just a few 
of real modern problems 
treated in the book which Meth- 
odist leaders declare is far re- 
moved from our present-day 
needs. 


Epistle of I Peter—Methodist 
Leaders Teach That I Peter 
Is an Antidote For the 
Inflammatory Book of 
Revelation 


“What is the value of First 
Peter to modern Christians? 


“...Its portrayal of the 
Christian life is as lofty as 
anything we have in_ the 
Scriptures. In advising pat- 
ience and forgiveness in the 
midst of persecution it has 
set a standard for Christians 
of all time. 
have been more mistaken than 
for the Church to have a- 
dopted the policy of revenge 
suggested by Revelation, and 
First Peter is an excellent 
antidote for all that sort of 
thinking.”—Anow Your Bible 
Series, No. 10, p. 55. 

“Was First Peter 
for these Christians? 


“The book is addressed to 
‘the elect who are sojourners 
of the Dispersion in,’ or 
(King James Version) ‘to the 
strangers scattered through- 
out’ these provinces (1:1). In 
other words, I Peter is ad- 
dressed to the churches in the 
very region where Revelation 
was most popular.’”’—Know 
Your Bible Series, No. 10, p. 
DU. 

“What did Revelation have 
to do with it? 

“The book of Revelation, 
written by a Christian 
preacher named John, declar- 
ed that it had been written 
at the instigation of Christ 
Himself. But some of the 
statements sound very 
strange on the lips of one 
who hung upon the cross and 
prayed, ‘Father, forgive them.’ 
For instance, ‘Pay her back 
in her own coin, and give her 
double for what she has done. 
In the cup she mixed for 
others, mix her a double 
draught . . . Gloat over her, 
heaven! and all you people 
of God, apostles, and prop- 


written 


unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you.” | 

Let us pray: “Our Father, we 
pray Thee that somebody who has 
listened in this afternoon may 
have the stonm of his heart to 
cease and Thy calm to tome. We 
thank Thee for sweet peace, the 
gift of Thy love. Bless us together 
and guide us always to do Thy 
will and to be well pleasing unto 
Thee, as we ask it for Christ’s 
sake. Amen.” 


| 
lievers? How precious to see our| 


in | 
Hebrews as the fulfillment of all! 
Old 
types! He is declared in Hebrews | 


Lord Jesus Christ. | 
Hebrews 9:11-14. Is temptation a 


Nothing cou!d+ 


hets, for God has avenged 
you upon her!’ (Rev. 18:6,20 
~—-Translation of Goodspeed). 
This is bitter language and 
calculated to stir up the spirit 
of hate among the Christians. 
At best it must be admitted 
that it is inflammatory, and, 


as we shall see, when we 
come to a closer study of 
2evelation. the entire book 


is calculated to do that very 


| thing. After a careful read- 


ing of First Peter it is easy 
to believe the book might 
have been put out as an 
antidote, and as part of an 
effort to prevent the Chris- 
tian religion from becoming 
a system of mere hatred and 
Know Your Bi- 
ble Series, No. 10, p. 53. 
“How important was this? 
“The Church faced a crit- 


| 


ical situation. Persecutions 
were inflaming the minds of 
the Christians, and Revela- 
tion claimed to speak the 


mind of Christ. If such a book 
were accepted it was entirely 


possible that the Christian 
movement might become a 
cult of revolution and be 


crushed under the heel of the 
state as an opposition party 
| rather than as a _ religious 
faith, and the Church certain- 
ly was not strong enough to 
resist the state."— Krow 
Your Bible Series, No. 10, p. 


x9 
J). 


First Peter, we are told, is an 
“antidote” for the book of Revela- 
‘tion. How mistaken the Church 
_ would have been to have accept- 
'ed the inflammatory spirit of the 
'book of Revelation, the Metho- 
| dist leaders exclaim! It is implied 
that the Lord Jesus Christ has 
nothing to do with the material 
in the book of Revelation, despite 
the plain statement of Revelation 
1:11 to the contrary. If the teach- 
ing of Revelation permeated the 
Church, it is claimed, the Chris- 
tian movement might have turn-. 
ed into a cult of revolution —a- 
gainst Rome. Hence, First Peter 
with its message of patience was 
an antidote to offset the revenge- 
ful teaching of Revelation. 


This is just another instance to 
show that the Methodist Church 
does not believe in the inspiration 
of the New ‘Testament by the 
Holy Spirit. If the book of Rev- 
elation is from the risen Christ 
to the Apostle John, and if it 
was written by divine inspiration, 
why the need of another epistle 
to counteract its teaching? 


Epistle of Second Peter — 
Methodist Leaders Teach 
That II Peter Was Writ- 
ten Perhaps About 246 
| A.D. and Is of Little 

Value 


“What is the value of the 
book for modern Christians? 

“Like Jude, there is little 
in it of great moral and spirit- 
ual value, except for the fact 
that those who hold strongiy 
to a belief in the second com- 
ing of Jesus find reasons for 
that belief in some passages 
from II Peter. But it must 
be remembered that the au- 
thor of the little book ex- 
pected the Second Coming to 
occur very shortly, and at 
least seventeen hundred years 
have elapsed since he expres- 
sed that confidence. The re- 
petition of the material from 
Jude leaves the book with 
only a small amount of or- 
iginal material and aside from 
some moral advice it has 
little value.’— Know Your 
Bible Series, No. 10, p. 63. 

“Why do they feel so about 
it? 

“It has perhaps the least 
spiritual value of any New 
Testament book, and in ad- 
dition a very large part of it 
is taken bodily from the book 
of Jude. It is true that direct 
references are made in it to 
events in the life of Jesus 
(1:14,17,18) as if the author 
had been an eye-witness. Paul 
is alluded to as his ‘beloved 
brother (3:15), and mention 
is made of the previous epis- 
tle (3:1), but all this is be- 
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lieved to be a part of the! not teach Christian virtues or any 
author’s device. Certainly iti of the great ideals of the teach- 
does not provide us with any| ings of Jesus. These statements 
new or additional information.!may be easily refuted by examin- 
None of the Church Fathers! ing 2:2; 3:10, and other passages 
recognized the book as hav-| regarding patience and humility. 
ing scriptural value until] Forgiveness is certainly stressed 
Origen (1857-2547) gave it|in such passages as 1:5 and 5:9. 
some attention.”—Know Your! Love is seen in 2:19 and 3:20. 
Bible Series, No. 10, p. 62. | Revelation in its teaching exactly 
The book of II Peter was not| Parallels the teachings of Jesus. 
written, as the book claims, by meee et ye ae vio tia 
iattaests | siti ‘rhaps | Matthew -30; also Revelation 
about, 1700 veare aso. ‘The un.| 29:17, 18 with Matthew 24:27, 28. 
known author uses the name of | The statement is also made that 
Paul and refers to a former| Revelation has no prophetic value, 
epistle just as a “device,” perhaps | and yet in it we find the prophecy 
to give II Peter some form of | Of the consummation of all the 
validity and acceptance. ages centering in the return and 
Onee more we are told that a| enthronement of the Lord Jesus 


book of the sacred Scriptures has | ‘Christ (Rev. 19:11-16). 

in it little of value. The best an-| A brief summary of this chap- 
swer to the above is simply to|ter reveals that the Methodist 
read II Peter prayerfully. The} leaders whom I have quoted teach 
hook deals with such subjects as | that— 


being partaker of the divine na-| 1. The Gospel of Matthew con- 
ture (1:4), the inspiration of the! tains mistakes and inaccuracies. 
Scriptures (1:19-21), false prop-| 2. The Gospel of Mark contains 
hets (ch. 2), the new heavens and | errors. 

new earth (3°10-13), the longsuf-| 3. The Gospel of John is not 
fering of God toward sinners| historical. Jesus’ speeches “com- 
(2:9), and the exhortation to} posed” by John. 

grow in grace (3:18). Is all this; 4. Acts contains errors, discrep- 
of little value? ancies. 


5. Paul never thought of any- 
thing he wrote as being Scripture. 


6. Pastoral Epistles I Timothy, 
II Timothy and Titus were not 
written by Paul but by someone 
who affixed Paul’s name. 


Epistle of Jude — Methodist 
Leaders Teach That the 
Heresies Which Jude Was 
Intended to Combat 
Have Passed Away 
“What is the value 

book of Jude? 


of the | 
| mode rn problems. 


bat Revelation. 

9. II Peter was not written by 
Peter and is of little value. 

10. Revelation is not prophetic; 
is of little value. 

It can be readily seen, in view 
of the above, that the Méthodist 
leaders quoted do not believe in 
a verbally-inspired, inerrant New 
Testament. 


A Question of Intellectual 
Honesty 

Every man who is a candidate 
for ordination in the Methodist 
Church must be asked the follow- 
ing question by the bishop: 

“Do you unfeignedly believe the 
Scriptures of the Old and New) 
Testaments?” 

The candidate is required 
answer, “I do believe them” 
Discipline. of. the- 
Church, 1948, p. 504. 

A man’s honesty is to be ques- 
tioned if he wilfully takes this 
vow knowing he does not unfeign-— 
edly believe the Scriptures. It is 
conceivable, however, a man may | 
depart from the faith after or- 
dination and no longer hold to 
his ordination vows. He is dis-| 
honest if he remains in a church, 
and receives support from aj) 
church whose standards he no. 
longer believes. 

Any minister who remains in 
the Methodist Church and who 
denies the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures is dishonest! 


to | 
(The | 
Methodist | 


Hebrews is far removed from | 


Methodism 
pages, 
irom 
ton, 


and the Bible, 
paperbound, $1. 

Sword of the 

Illinois. ) 


Order 


“The heresies which it was | 
intended to combat have 
passed away, so far as then 
organized forces are concern- 
ed. The arguments against (Continued from page 10) 
them have lost their mean- ‘ ; 
ing, except as they condemn because its only alternative is 
immorality in general. Seldom | creaWonism. 

The revelation of God in the 


indeed will a modern Chris-| 
tian turn to them in this day, 
and very little of guidance or 
spiritual inspiration is to be 
found within the book.”— 
Know Your Bible Series, No. 


| Scriptures has been attacked from 
‘every angle: its text, history, 
bitters bc chronology, human au- 
thorship; but one by one the ob- 
jections are met fully and with 
23, p. 60 finality by the patient and un- 
he , biased scholar, in the manuscripts 
ape Daaly Cepartures tro the | and memorials of antiquity. bab 
faith shown in this present vol- guages of a forgotten yesterday 
van ae garner Rigen yh he are unlocked and cast light on ob- 
boo ¥ scure words in the text of Holy 
command to “contend earnestly! wit the archaeologist finds evi- 
~ . aith’’ ; % ca gte . — 
for the faith” (v. 3) is as much) gence to corroborate the Scripture, 
meeded today as ever in the his- hut not to contradict it 
tory oi the Church. Jude is the We defend Christianity because 
one book all earnest Christians we have found it to be true for 
ye eR ctegd ven order oe under- ourselves, and we want others to 
= Soemaae tanta 7 a of apostasy. Yet,| find its truth and power. We have 
we are told, there is little of| ¢ounq the Lord Jesus Christ to 
guidance or spiritual inspiration ia 


Aveas be an adequate and effective 
found within the book. Would to Savior from the penalty and 
God that all true believers still] power of sin. We have found the 
within the Methodist Church Bible to be the Word of the Liv- 
would read it and obey its com-!| ing God, in whose light we have 
mands! found light, in time and, we are 
sure, in eternity. Through the 
Scriptures and the Savior we 
have come to know true peace: 
“peace with God’l8 “and “the 
peace of God which passeth all 
understanding.’19 We do not un- 
derstand everything , far from it; 
but although we “now see through 
a glass, darkly.... (and) know in 
part,’’209 we have found the Chris- 
tian, theistic view of the world 
and of man to provide systematic, 
symmetrical, satisfying, and suf- 
ficient center for ourselves and 
our universe. 


SUMMARY 


Democracy, that “government 
of the people, by the people, and 
for the people’2! which form of 
government derives its “just pow- 
ers from the consent of the gov- 
erned”’;22 freedom, political, so- 
cial, economic, religious; and 
Christianity are indigenous and 
indispensable in the American 
way of life. The founding fathers, 
beginning with Separatist and 
Puritan in Massachusetts, brought 
with them the seeds of all three. 
The desire for freedom, that im- 
‘+pelled them to leave familiar 
scenes for stern and rock-bound 
coasts, was basically theological 
in its immediate origins, but it 
gathered economics and politics 
to itself to break every shackle 
of superstition and feudalism. 
They were heirs of the Reforma- 
tion, and unleavened by the Ren- 
aissance. They had the problem 
of reforging, in the heat of con- 
troversy and the struggle for ex- 
istence, a new pattern of political 


Book of Revelation — Metho- 
dist Leaders State That the 
Book of Revelation Is Not 
of Much Religious Value 
and Is Not Prophetic 

“What is its religious value? 
“When we have drawn from 
Revelation its great stimulus 
to courage, there is not a 
great deal of religious value 
left. It makes nothing of the 
Christian virtues of humility, 
forgiveness, love for one’s 
enemies, or any of the great 
ideals of Jesus’ teachings,’”’— 
Know Your Bible Series, No. 

11, p. 64. 
“What is its value for our 
times? 
“Its value for modern 
Christians must be _ sought, 
, not in any fulfillment of its 
prophecies or unraveling of 
its mysterious meanings, but 
in its courage and confident 
insistence upon the ultimate 
triumph of righteousness, 
Great injustice has been done 
to it by those who have un- 
dertaken to read into its 
statement predictions of 
modern events, and those who 
have used it to prove their 
favorite doctrines have often 
found its symbolism. contrib- 
uting to their confusion.”— 
Know Your Bible Series, No. 
“11, p. 64. 

Revelation opens with a biess- 
fng pronounced upon all who read 
ft (Rev. 1:3). However, we are 
told that it does not possess much 


The Ramparts | We Watch - 


value spiritually because it does! and social organization that should 


adjust equitably the rights of the 
individual and the needs of the 
state. “The final end and out- 
come of their concern for a more 
equitable relation of the _ indi- 
vidual to society, was the prin- 
ciple of a democratic common- 
wealth, established in the con- 
ception of political equalitarian- 
ism....There was gunpowder 
packed away in Luther's doctrine 
of the priesthood of all believers, 
and the explosion that resulted 
made tremendous breaches in the 
walls of a seemingly impregnable 
feudalism....On the whole it is 
no mistake to regard the Puritan 
revolution as primarily a rebel- 
lion of the capable middle class, 
whose growing trade interest de- 
manded a larger measure of free- 
dom than a paternal king and a 
landed aristocracy were willing 
to grant; and its significant con- 
tributions to the modern world 
were the two systems it did so 
much to further: the system of 
capitalism and the system of par- 
liamentary government.”’23 Of the 
Separatists, the radicals of the 
Seventeenth Century, it could be 
added, “Counsels of social ex- 
pediency were accounted as dust 
in the balance against the ex- 
plicit commandment of the Lord 
to separate from the sins of the 
world; and clinging to the text 
of the Scripture the Separatist 
was led straight to the conception 
of a Christian democracy.’’24 


The inter-dependence of free 
government, free people and vital 
Christianity is nowhere expressed 
more definitely and accurately 
than in the public statements of 
our first President, George Wash- 
ington. In his first Inaugural 
Address he declared at the out- 
set: “It would be peculiarly im- 
proper to omit in this first of- 
ficial act my fervent supplications 
to the Almighty Being who rules 
over the universe, who presides 
in the councils of nations, and 
whose providential aids can sup- 
ply every human defect, that His 
benediction may consecrate to the 
liberties and happiness of the 
people of the United States a gov- 
ernment instituted by themselves 
for those essential purposes, and 
may enable every instrument em- 
ployed in its administration to 
execute with success the functions 
allotted to his charge.”25 In his 
earnest and eloquent Farewell 
Address fashioned out of long 
observation and experience, he 
wrote: “Of all the dispositions and 
habits which lead to political pros- 
perity, religion and morality are 


(From the book, Present Day 
107 | 


Lord, Whea-| 


8. I Peter was written to com-;us with caution indulge the sup- 


| position that morality can be 
maintained without religion. What- 
ever may be conceded to the in- 
fluence of refined education or 
minds of peculiar structure, Tea- 
son and experience both forbid 
us to expect that national mor- 
ality can prevail in exclusion of 
religious principle.”’26 

| These are the ramparts we 
| watch: freedom of the individual 
'from arbitrary and autocratic gov- 
‘ernment: freedom of the individ- 
ual from economic and social re- 
striction, but always for the wel- 
fare of all as well as for that 
of himself; and the freedom of the 
Gospel, whose truth makes us free 
indeed! 
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MOVING SOON? 


To make sure of getting your 
Sworp promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change of 
address directly to us. 


At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1. Date you're moving 
2. Old Address 
3. New Address 


If you clip the old mailing label 
from your Sworp and send it in 
with your change of address, that 
will help. 


Write to Tus Sworp or THE Lorp, 
214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, Illi- 
nols. 


It’s possible to have your mailing 
address corrected by filing your new 
address with the Post Office, which 
in turn will notify us. But if a copy 
of the magazine is sent before that 
notice reaches us, it means expense 
for you in forwarding postage. 
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in color, with art 
work and appropriate 
scripture. Ideal for 
| gifts to customers, 
S45 or when paying bills 
Sho 50c FOR A SELECTION 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND*BOX.888- AKRON 9, OHIO 
CHRISTIAN 


5,000 WORKERS WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
ale: dB Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards. com- 
— Send for free catalog and price 
at 


George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 6W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 56, Ill. 


AT LAST 


Soul Saving Simplified 


Earl J. Edwards, M.A., M.Th., Litt.D. 
(Hvangelist and Bible Teacher) 
“Most unique and effective course ever 
offered’’—Dr. Keith L. Brooks, Los 

ARTES, Calif. 

Complete in 12 casy lessons. Full price: $5.00 
PILGRIM PUBLISHERS 

136 Snell isie Bivd., St. Petersburg, Filia. 


NO MEMORIZING OF SCRIPTURE 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
In THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers’’ 


GOSPEL TENTS 


Canvas ;,1"s"'., Tabernaeles 


METAL SEAT ENDS 
Smith Mfg. Co., Dalton, Ga. 
Over 50 Years in Business 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


RARE GIFTS 


Pastors—Teachers—Christian workers 


Thousands of boys and girls, all ages, 
have been inspired to attend Sunday 
School by these unusual gifts: Thousands 
won to Christ. Watch your S.S. and class 
grow. Give a gift. INTRODUCTORY OF- 
FER, 50 different gifts $1.00. Price list 
sect SURPRISE! 3—35c Gifts with each 
order. 


EVARETT MILLS—Children’s Friend 
1301 West 58th Place, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 


EEE BE BB BB BBA” LE” I” TP” 
Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 
Baby Billboards 
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CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES*- 
At Summer Prices=State number of 
packs and write— 

Dufold & Trifold Envelope Co., 
Trenton 4, New Jersey 


Books by 


DR. LEE ROBERSON 


“Some Golden Day Break" Paper 50¢c 
“Be Filled with the Spirit’ 50c 
“The Secret of Peace and Joy” 50c 


Address: 
Lee Roberson 


indispensable supports....and let 


Chattanooga, Tennessee 


NOW READY 


60 page Catalog, 1,000 Religious items to 
sell. Cards, Bibles, Plaques, Novelties, Pic- 


tures, Books, Etc., up to 


50% Profit 


Send for Catalog 
Glad way Card & Bible” Mouse 
Royal Oak, Michiga 


